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Steady in the Storm
By General Superintendent Lewis
d o n o t a l w a y s g o s m o o t h l y i n t h e m i n i s t r y . Every preacher
should be realist enough to accept this. Human relations and people
being what and who they are means that sometime over some circum stance
things will get rough.
No one ever enjoys such a situation. But it is no time to panic.
Som etim es during periods of greater stress a pastor can win his greatest
victories. Certainly in such hours he gains strength and confidence.
T here are some reference points or anchoring places that every
m inister can and must have. L et me suggest two.
1. T he B ible is always correct. No one ever strays from its precepts
with impunity. This applies to the pastor as well as to the individual
whose problem or decision may be the cause of the stress.
W hen or if someone in your church is requesting by action or state
m ent a change in standards, polity, or procedure, this always applies.
If the m inister holds to this, he is safe.
Christ believed and gave as a basic principle the priority of the soul
and spiritual values. He said it is better to enter into life maimed than
the alternate consequence. He was saying, Never sacrifice the spiritual
to the material.
For example, in the m atter of marriage, He gave only one basis
for the dissolution of that union; namely, adultery. T h e Bible speaks
further to the m atter of an unhappy union of man and wife. It does not
deviate from the Christ-given principle but urges the Christian spouse
to pray and continue to strive for the redemption of the unsaved and
unsym pathetic m em ber of the union. Not only does this work for the
salvation of a soul but it brings refinem ent to the soul and character of
the patient Christian.
2. A nother basic anchoring place: T he Bible properly considers
life as the pursuit of spiritual achievements. All other things are secondary.
Redem ption, serving God, and loving our fellowman are all essentials
to this great purpose.
T h e pastor who guides his people toward these noble goals does
them a service. C hristian ethics are in conflict with a disintegrating society
and as such there will be issues to face. Face them with strength he
must if he is to be true to his calling. Preaching such truth clearly and
scripturally will be to his advantage in dealing with specific issues and
reluctance upon the part of the people.
Keeping these basic truths articulated and demonstrative in the lives
of his church will favor him when some individual seeks to modify them
for base desire.
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(Continued on page 3)

ED ITO R
The Pastor’s Christmas Gift

C h r i s t m a s g i f t s a pastor might like to give his church,
such as paying off the mortgage, are pathetically out of his
range. But the most priceless gift, infinitely greater than lifting any
debt, is within the capacity of all. It is the gift of a good man.
A good man is inwardly what he seems to be outwardly. A good
man is just as trustworthy at midnight as at midday. He is just
as clean where he is a stranger as where he is well-known. The
man he appears to be in the pulpit is the man he really is in solitude.
Such a man does not have to be policed. He is not a puppet of his
own scheming, whose outward gyrations are controlled by the
hidden strings of ulterior motives.
In the church we don’t need men who are good m inisters half
so much as ministers who are good men. This means earnest men,
who are good workers even when praise and promotion are slim.
It means hum ble men, who are willing to serve anywhere God
puts them. It means safe men— good risks in any home. It means
prayerful men, who are in touch with God at all times. It means
courageous men, who refuse to sell out, or whine in self-pity, or
run away when the going gets rough.
This highest possible tribute was awarded Barnabas: “ He
was a good man . . . ” Yet Barnabas was not among the apostles.
Ecclesiastically he was second-rate, but spiritually he was firstrate. Too many suppose that ecclesiastical em inence is both con
ducive to and proof of spiritual em inence. It is neither. History points
the finger of shame at men who scrambled to the top ecclesiastically
but were sorry stuff spiritually. In contrast, many of God’s noble
men, em inent in spiritual depth and power, have never com e within
hailing distance of the ecclesiastical pinnacles.
L et us never allow worry about ecclesiastical status to be the
telltale proof of our smallness.
It would be a gross error to suppose that the good man, whose
goodness is linked with fullness of the Holy Spirit and faith (as
with Barnabas), could ever be an uninteresting dullard. Rather,
he will be dynamic. Not that he will set out to be dynam ic because
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he likes the sound of the word and itches to hear himself called
such. He marches to different drums. Being full of the Holy Spirit,
he will be irrepressible; and being full of faith, he will be undiscourageable. He will be unable to sit still, for he will be impelled
by the love of Christ. Such a man breathes a holy optimism, and
radiates a contagious influence for God and goodness.
Happy is the church, this Christmas season, whose pastor is a
good man.

Steady in the Storm

(Continued from page 1)

So the m inister who builds his ministry around such reference
points and anchors it to the Bible truths will have strength to hold
steady in the storm. H e will also be able to guide others through
the hard places.
T he ministry of a man is not alone in the preaching. It consists
of his ability to apply the truth to people s lives. T he m inister then
becom es the shepherd. T he church becom es a fortress and a shelter,
and life the response to the strength herein obtained.
Storms there will be. B ut hold steady. W ith Christ on board,
the boat will make a success of its journey. He is the storm Master.
Push Him out of the boat and tragedy will result.
This is a stormy tim e in the world, also a tempest-tossed society.
Such reflects itself in the lives of many people. T he minister who
flees the storm or seeks the illusive quick haven will miss some of
life’s greatest experiences. It is good to apply “ old-tim e religion,”
Bible truths to people and their living and see them through.
God’s laws are still in force.
God’s com m andm ents are still true.
God’s ways are still best.
The good life is still available— but only on His terms.
The Christian life can be lived only in the structure of the
C hristian ethics.
T h e storm yields to the strength of the righteous soul and the
pure heart.
T h e m inister who masters the tem pest does so through God’s
way and in God’s strength.
This is the m inister we need today . . .
Steady in the storm.
D e ce m b e r, 1971
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The V irgin Birth and the
Incarnation belong together

An M.D. Evaluates the Virgin Birth*

By A. D. Dennison, Jr., M .D.

p h y s i c i a n observing the human
scene from the consultation room,
the operating suite, the intensive-care
unit, the hospital wards, I live with the
marvelous. W ith each beat of my heart,
with each breath of my lungs I ponder
the profundity, the mystery, the wonder
of life. Even in the m acabre and some
w h at g h o u lish a tm o sp h e re o f the
morgue, as the pathologist carefully
performs an autopsy, I am struck with
the divine complexity of the human
body. No com puter can match it. No
non-god could have created it.

A

s a

Therefore, when I am confronted
with the miracle of the virgin birth of
Jesus Christ, as recorded in God’s Word,
I am not nonplussed.
“ If you believe what you like in the
Gospel,” said Augustine, “ and reject
what you like, it is not the Gospel you
believe, but yourselves.”
In a m agnificent passage— Matt. 1:
18-20— we find unalterable evidence of
“Reprinted by permission from Christian L ife M aga
zine. Copyright, Decem ber, 1970, Christian Life Pub
lications, Inc., Gundersen Dr. and Schm ale Rd., W heaton,
111. 60187.
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the virgin birth of Jesus Christ. Those
who reject the New Testam ent canon
ical and historical evidence of His
unique birth have a Lilliputian God.
T he Virgin Birth was a special miracle
whereby the eternal Son of God took
to himself a genuine and complete
human nature, and was born of a wom
an, without surrendering in any way
His regal divine nature. T h e Virgin
Birth finds its rationale in the Incarna
tion, and the Incarnation finds its ra
tionale in the drama of covenant love
and personal redemption. To negate
the Virgin Birth is to wipe out the Incar
nation— God’s
sublimely
conceived
way by which the Christ (the Greek
form of the Hebrew title “ Messiah” ),
the Anointed One, stepped into history,
as part of humanity, to unshackle man
from sin.
T he biblical doctrine of the Virgin
Birth is unique in human culture. It is a
biological miracle. Attem pts have been
made to argue that the Virgin Birth is
just another m ythological legend, like
the pagan stories of heroes who were
half god and half man. W ithout excep
tion the pagan stories, with which com
The N azarene Preacher

parison has been attem pted, involve
cohabitation of a god with a human
being. Rut to us He is supremely en
thralling; He is Em m anuel— God with
us (M att. 1:23). In the Greek, the phrase
“ God with us” is taken from the Septuagint version of Isa. 8:8, where it is a
translation of the Hebrew “ Em m anuel.”
Those who wrestle with the super
natural mention various analogies in
the biological world as possible natural
istic explanations of this supreme event.
Parthenogenesis has been cited— repro
duction in lower animals without fertili
z a tio n by th e m ale. It is u n isex u al
reproduction.
Artificial
insemination
has been proposed— hardly a technique
of that era. It has been further pointed
out that m echanical or chem ical stimu
lation of an ovum can result in repro
duction. Th e eggs of sea urchins can be
chem ically activated to produce. But
such an observation bears no relation
ship to any human experience. Granted
an om nipotent God, original Creator
of the human body and the massive
cosmos, the problems of miracles and
the supernatural fade away. God could
do it. God did do it. T h e Christian’s
doctrine of God hardly permits a con
cept of a bound, lim ited, restricted,
sem i-potent demi-god.
T h e Virgin Birth is explicitly pro
claimed in the first two chapters of M at
thew and the first three chapters of
Luke— a physician. M atthew ’s account
of divine ancestry is presented entirely
from the viewpoint of Joseph, the hus
band of Mary. Luke’s account is given
from M ary’s perspective. T h e genealogy
in Matt. 1 :1-16 may well be that of
Joseph, for Jesus, born and reared in his
household, was legally his son. W hen
Josephus, the great Jewish historian,
wrote his own autobiography, he began
it with his personal pedigree, which,
he informs us, he found in public
records. The Jew s placed great em 
phasis on purity of lineage. “ Jesus
C hrist” (Jesus, the Greek form of the
Hebrew Jo s h u a — Jehovah is Saviour),
“ the son of David, the son of Abraham ,”
D e ce m b e r, 1971

is shown to possess an illustrious ances
try. Is there any cogent reason to be
devious about this historical data? It
is kingly, priestly, and prophetic. W e
worship Him as “ King of kings, and
Lord of lords.”
Tw ice in M atthew (1:18, 20), as well
as Luke 1:35, the miracle of the un
precedented conception of our Lord is
ascribed to the “ Holy G host.” Dare we
question the divine imprimatur of the
Holy Spirit in attesting to the record
that Jesus was conceived sinless and in
the most sacred m anner im aginable?
T h e ex p ressio n “ H oly G h o st” is
uniquely characteristic of the New
Testam ent, where it occurs more than
80 times. Our minds flash back to when
words cam e to us from far out in space:
“ And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters” (Gen. 1:2). W e per
ceive that the Spirit is the Creator of
the world and the Giver of Life. W e
note that both in the Hebrew, ruach,
and in the Greek, pneum a, the word for
breath and spirit is the same word. No
wonder Job cried out, “ T he spirit of
God hath made me, and the breath of
the Almighty hath given me life” (Job
33:4).
L et us move to the grandeur of
this pivotal doctrine. M atthew be
gins and ends his glorious first chapter
with the name that is above every name
— Jesus. Tw ice the name is linked with
another appellation; twice it stands
alone in all its redemptive power. “ And
she will bear a Son; and you shall call
His name Jesus, for it is He who will
save His people from their sins” (Matt.
1:21, NASB). This title, Jesus, is used
mostly in the narratives of the Gospels,
and only rarely does it appear in direct
address. For the most part, the name
Jesus is joined with other terms when
used in the Epistles, but occasionally
it stands alone. T he various designa
tions for our Lord, supernaturally con
ceived, are supported by both internal
and external evidence. W e find him
as Jesus— the One who saves us. We
note Him as the Christ— the Messiah
5

or the Anointed One. W e are enjoined
to call Him Em m anuel— God with us.
W hat monumental, momentous, and
moving eponyms! Our hearts are kindled
at the very poignant concept of each
m ajestic title. Our minds and our faith
reject any naturalistic, biologic, or il
legitim ate origin of this great Saviour.
Matt. 1:18-25 drives us to heights of
gratitude. T he gospel message, the
kerygma, the Good News begins in the
heart of God and the womb of a virgin.
W e are stunned at our good fortune to
have found this Jesus, born of a virgin,
who cam e to save His people. W e pon
der the gospel in all its magnitude,
its loveliness and majesty, its sublime
compassion,
its redemptive power,
its life-changing ability. It is wrapped
up in a Person— the incarnate, virginborn Jesus, who is God with us—
Emmanuel.
Bernard Ramm tersely, succinctly,
and logically sums up the evidence for
this core doctrine, this mighty miracle
of the Virgin Birth: “ T he evidence is
theistic: we believe in an om nipotent
God who could do it; and theological:
we see its place in the incarnation and
we see the place of the incarnation in
redem ption; and historical: we have
the records of trustworthy men before
us in the writings of the Gospels and in
the earliest documents of Church His
tory. Let no man feel that he is compro
mising intelligence or critical spirit
if he believes in the virgin birth of Jesus
C hrist.”
M iracles generate no doubts in my
heart. I have viewed too many as a
physician. I, too, am a miracle, for this
virgin-born Redeem er took the can
tankerous sin of my life and nailed it
to a tree, high on a hill, located in a
suburban Middle East city.

Practical
Points

that make
a difference

“ I Think”— but Who Cares?
D ear Son:
Our pastor alw ays has som ething good
to say on Sunday. His m essages are logical
and relevant. H e tells a good story and
illustrates his serm ons w ith classic sim
plicity. H e usually p reaches top ically, but
I do not ob ject, because he is a sincere
man who is interested in people.
But you know, he alw ays starts each
point with “ I think.” Now I resp ect his
judgm ent, but I w eary of a personal obser
vation w hich has becom e habitual.
R eally, I do not care too m uch w hat he
“ thinks.” I w ant to hear w hat God thinks,
and the w onder of it is th at m ost of what
he says can be found in G od’s W ord.
G ranted, it takes some “ d iggin g,” but
I exp ect that of my pastor. H e is an artist
in interpreting the W o rd — or should be!
Son, tell M ary to w atch those personal
rh etorical habits that will take the people
aw ay from the W ord and cen ter their
attention on the p reach er. W hen the au
thority is placed w here it should be placed,
then the p reach er stands as G od’s oracle;
when it is all w hat “ I think,” he stands
alone.

Love

“ . . . and thou shalt call his name
JE S U S : for he shall save” — physicians,
dentists, lawyers, businessmen, labor
ers, wives, mothers, the “ now genera
tion,” drug addicts, murderers, all
sorts of people— “ from their sins.”
6
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Looking fo r a new idea?

Hints and Helps for the Christmas Season
By Ross R. Cribbis*

M usic— new or old?
Many choirs prepare an entirely new
cantata for the Christmas season each
year. W hile the rehearsals give the
choir m em bers opportunity to becom e
acquainted with the new music, the
congregation generally hears the can
tata only once.
In my experience, individuals in the
choir often express distaste for the new
music, only to develop a real appre
ciation for it after repeated practices.
This seems to indicate that members
of my congregation may also not like
the new music the first, and only,
time they hear it.
If such concern on the part of the
choir director and pastor is reasonable,
then at least three alternatives present
themselves.
First, use the same cantata more
than once during a season. W e all know
how people anticipate their favorite
num bers when they know what is
com ing because they have heard the
production before.
Second, as an alternative use portions
of the new cantata throughout the
Advent season. Let the choir sing some
of the num bers, and let the instrumen
talists use some for the offertory num
bers and for the preludes and postludes.
"Pastor, Peabody, Mass.

D e ce m b e r, 1971

Third, this could be the year to repeat
one of those favorite cantatas used in
previous years. You will be delighted
at the response of the choir when you
suggest it.
O r the choir might present a “ home
m ade” cantata using fam iliar music
which has already found a place in the
hearts of the people. One of our de
nominational
music
leaders,
while
confessing that his departm ent is helped
financially by the use of a new cantata
each year, expressed his feeling that
fam iliar Christmas music, tastefully
arranged and presented in a cantata,
can often have more meaning for the
worshipping congregation.
Perhaps, then, this could be a good
year to use the old and tested Christmas
numbers. Here is an arrangem ent used
effectively by a mixed choir of 25 m em 
bers.
“His Beautiful Name”
A Song in the Silent Night
By the Junior Choir
That Beautiful Name
Narrator— Matt. 1:18-21

Perry— Camp

Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus
Pritchard— Whitman
Narrator— Luke 2:4-7
No Room
Narrator— John 1:24

Peterson

7

Down from His Glory
Booth-Clibborn— di Capua
Narrator— Phil. 2:5-7
Ring the Bells

Bollback

Narrator— Luke 2:8-14
Gloria in Excelsis Deo
French Carol Melody
Narrator— Luke 2:15-18
Joy to the World
Narrator— Luke 2:20

Handel— Whitman

No Name Has Meant So Much to Me
Smith— Carmichael
Benediction

Real life creche
O n e p asto r p re p are d a “ liv in g ”
Christmas scene on the front lawn of
his church. Each evening for 10 days
preceding Christmas, a nearby farmermem ber
transported
sheep,
cattle,
and goats by truck onto the church
yard at dusk. A stable setting had been
prepared. In would com e volunteers
from the congregation to play the roles
of Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds.
(To be biblical, we had best leave the
wise men out of the stable scene.)
From dusk until late evening, the
participants would portray the manger
story. Only the baby was unauthentic. A
doll was used. T he human players were
different each night. T he pastor warns:
“ Be certain to have adequate personnel
for the number of nights you want the
scene to be presented.” T h e church
received considerable local publicity
from this unique effort— and doubtless
the drama was to many a silent but
eloquent reminder of Christ.

Darkness and the star
On Christmas Eve, or at another
appropriate time, have all sanctuary
lights turned off. Leave the congrega
tion in darkness until the density of
the blackness has made its impression.
Then, suddenly, let a large, bright star
flash on in the darkness as the organ
8

ist plays “ T h ere’s a Star in the Sky” or
other fitting carol.

Christm as family service
Have you planned a Christmas morn
ing “ Com e as you are” service this
year? Hold it about 1 0:30 a.m. and hold
it to about 30 minutes. Stress that it
is a family service. It could include:
Quiet organ music
Prayer of thanksgiving for Christ
Congregational song: "Angels from the
Realms of Glory”
Lukan birth account, read by a young
mother
“ Gloria in Excelsis Deo”
(Or “ Gloria Patri,” No. 49 in Praise
and Worship hymnal)
Brief meditation
Congregation: “ Joy to the World”
Benediction
Organ postlude

Light and “ added light”
Some pastors are using the Advent
wreath idea each Christmas. A wreath
with four candles is laid on the Com
munion table. Four Sundays before
Christmas Sunday, someone comes
forward during the service to light the
first of the candles. W hen the people
arrive for worship the next Sunday,
the one candle is burning and someone,
during the service, lights the second
candle. T he next Sunday the third
candle is lit, and finally on Christmas
Sunday the fourth candle is lit and the
four burn through the service.
(In some parts of the world evangeli
cals object to the use of candles in the
sanctuary. — E ditor . )
T he symbolism of light and added
light is there in the burning candles.
T h e congregation’s attention to the
approaching celebration of the birth
of Christ is highlighted. T h e fact that a
neighboring pastor has used this year
after year suggests the meaningfulness
of this simple practice.
The N azarene Preacher

"They are not looking
for easy so lu tion s”

Reaching Teens for Christ
By William Varian*

i s a d a y for sheer, clear honesty
at all levels. T h e trick or device
used to gain acceptance will not be suc
cessful. An honest appraisal of the youth
of our day is that they don’t want false
concepts and are not looking for easy
solutions. They daily must face facts
that we were unaware of even 20 years
ago. T he local pusher in high school,
the sex advertising and looseness in
behavior, the movie and pornography
industries with their cheap obscene
filth, and the depravity of many
teachers and leaders in the community,
are facts they see and know about.

T

h is

T he Church is responsible to “ tell
it like it is.” T h e youth of our church
on all levels are not asking us to bring
the gospel down to them , but to show
them the way up to the gospel. Their
needs are identical to our needs at
their age. They need Christ presented
as: (1) conscious of them as individuals;
(2) adequate for their every need; (3)
having a plan for their personal lives—
“ just for them ,” including marriage,
college, vocation, etc.; (4) demanding
of their all, and (5) accepting nothing
less than their best.
My challenge is and always will be
to “ tell it like it is.”
° Pastor, First Church, Kankakee, 111.

D e ce m b e r, 1971

Com m unicate through sincerity
Com m unication is both the great
opportunity and the great problem of
our day. T he method of the soul winner
must be personal sincerity. T he mar
velous ability of men like Dr. Billy
Graham is not found in homiletical
perfection or superior sermon prepara
tion, but personal radiance, an open
Bible, and em pathy with the listener.
M uch has been said about com m uni
cating through sideburns, moustaches,
cute words, and popular slang. The
clear-cut concept of “ being yourself”
and com m unicating through your per
sonality and not another’s is vital.
I still envision men of God, Spiritfilled, pouring out their hearts as though
it really mattered to them. Something
false shines through when we are dress
ing, speaking, or com m unicating for
ourselves rather than for Christ. Youth
will respect us if we are sincerely seek
ing to com m unicate our message from
a full heart. They know the difference!

Talk G od’s language
Teens are interested in what God has
to say. T he Word of God is still power
ful and sharper than a two-edged sword,
and our most effective instrument.
Books, articles, and comm ents are
9

great and necessary but the teens need
to hear “ Thus saith the L ord.”
I was interviewed by 60 members of
a Catholic high school the other day.
One boy said, “ Your church sets the
standards— doesn’t that make it diffi
cult for each one to do what he wants?”
My answer to him was, “ The church
has a responsibility not to follow the
standards of men, but set the standards
of the W ord.” If we are to reach teens
today, we must be Bible men. W e must
also not be ashamed of our standards
as Nazarenes. I agree with our church
in this area and think we are respon
sible to explain those standards without
em b a rra ssm e n t. “ T h o u sh a lt” and
“ Thou shalt not” are both part of God’s
language.

why we cannot be frivolous or too soft
in our approach. T h e maze of problems
which life brings to all is still there,
but now Christ is the Friend of the teen;
and not only Friend, but Saviour.
W e must make our teens aware of
the cost if we are to make the sale!
T horough decision can stop the erratic
behavior in their lives. I mean simply
that teens can pay the price of full re
demption and keep an experience in
spite of the problems of life. “ Tell
it like it is” — with personal sincerity—
through the W ord of God— and preach
for decision. W e can reach teens if it
is im portant to us! W e will never be
soul winners until to be such is primary
in all our planning.

Be positive— be positively against
sin and positively fo r Christ. T h e fear
in some teen-winners seems to arise
from a concern that teens want it soft.
W e are “ tiptoeing through the tulips”
when we ought to be prophets of God
again! Prophets have never been popu
lar, but have always been necessary.
Prophets will win more than pleasant,
sweet poets.

3a5SjagE5a^jasS!agE55gE3Sgl3SgE5KS5aS{55a^5agE5Bg5SS5:

Value supremely thorough decision
The man who does not prepare a
message for the sole purpose of getting
a decision is wasting the time of both
God and the people. Reaching teens
for Christ means getting them to
“ choose Christ above all.” T he thou
sands of teens with whom I have dealt
have the same needs teens have always
had: devotion— lacking; friendships—
wrong; practices— sinful;
association
— unfriendly; minds— confused; future
— unclear; objectives— hazy; ambition
— lacking;
vocation— undecided.
I believe the Holy Spirit can, in a
m atter of seconds, change all the vital
desires and purposes of a teen-ager’s
life. This change can be so dram atic
that the teen falls in love with Christ
and decides to serve Him and thorough
ly accepts Him as his Saviour. This is
10

CHRISTMAS
By J. Christy
C hristm as is a gentle time
W hen all the w orld’s aglow
W ith lights and stars and candles
And faces of those w e know.
W hy all this brightness on a
L ittle spot called earth ?
Jesu s, G od’s own Son, is here
And saying w e have worth.
W h at could be better
In a w eary, crow ded land
Than to know that I am w orth m ore
Than a tiny grain of sand,
. . . or a hunk of ugly junk,
A priceless pearl, a bar of gold,
A world, a galaxy, a universe,
The wisdom of all mankind retold?
W orth m ore than all these things?
W orth m ore! I know! I know!
Christm as celebrates that m om ent
W hen God d eclared it so.
aS5JSg53aS35as35!St5SgE5agSJ8g5S!g55asS5K55!S3!ag?JSK?W;
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Are we a cre d it
to our calling?

Preacher Owes Preacher
By Harold E. Platter*

T h eo d o re
R o o s e v e l t wrote
the follow ing words, which hold special
significance for N azarene m inisters: “ Every
man owes som e of his tim e to the upbuild
ing of the profession to which he belongs.”
And a preacher must do this, along with
seeking to fulfill his call to the ministry.
T h e preacher is more than ju st the man
in the pulpit or the man in the study. He
is more than the many duties he is called on
to perform . He is a holy representative,
and in his own given area of responsibility,
he is G od’s man. A “ man of the cloth’’ has
becom e a trite expression in our tim e, but
even so the expression still carries the conno
tation of a man of God. It is the devious
and thoughtless acts of a few ministers
that have m ade the expression trite.
T h e uncertainties of our present tim e
press the need for preachers who are giving
of them selves to the “ upbuilding” of the
m inistry to w hich they belong. It is still
true that deeds outw eigh words. H ence
our actions need to add dignity and standing
to the ministry. This is no invitation to
becom e the solem n, super-pious personage
so often depicted as a m inister. Instead it
is an invitation to concern for the correct
m inisterial image. This m eans that on pur
pose we endeavor to raise the public im 
pression of the m inistry, as a whole. Not
by cry in g ," F ou l,” when the ridiculous or
the false is presented to the public, but by
the honest involvem ent of our own energy
and tim e, within our own hom e, church,
and com m unity.

P

re s id e n t

°Pastor, Indianapolis, Ind.
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A preacher’s tim e is one of his most
valuable possessions. H e must use it wisely.
T im e for prayer is a must. T im e for sermon
preparation occupies much of his working
week. T im e for calling and counselling.
T im e for church business and related
activities. Tim e for fam ily and friends.
T im e— tim e— tim e! And now I dare suggest
he occupy some m ore of his tim e shoring
up the im age of the m inisterial profession.
I think I hear som eone say: “ L et the ones
who are tearing down the im age of the m in
istry exercise that tim e for rebuilding.”
But we can’t wait for these careless
brethren to see the error of their ways.
Too m uch is at stake. All of us are involved.
Every preacher casts a shadow toward
every other preacher. T h e carelessness of
one preacher can make every one of us
suspect. In this holy fellowship “ no man is
an island.” W e so closely touch one another!
I would plead for concern about our
public image. T h e success of the gospel
may go with this. Respect for the preacher
helps to enlarge or dim inish his congrega
tion, and in e ffe ct this enlarges or dim in
ishes the outreach of the gospel. So, brother
preacher, help build your profession— your
m inisterial standing— by giving some tim e
and thought to actions that will strengthen
your position as a preacher. Caring about
the ministry, as a whole, will be of benefit
to all. C aring about yourself and how you
appear to the public is also of benefit to
all. I dare not forget that I owe that much
to you, preacher friend! And you owe it
to me too!
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There is m ore than
one kind of leadership

The Role of Unnoticed Leadership
By Richard K. Morton*
1" e a d e r s h i p — is
s h ip s

w ith

th a t

big

one

s a ils ? ”

of

th o s e

in q u ir e s

a

s m a ll b o y .

I think that he has something there,
but there is a sense in which the most
valuable and powerful leadership is
not so identified while being exercised
and may long remain unnoticed in the
day-by-day flow of a group’s program.
The ordinary stereotype of a leader
is of one who stands boldly and strongly
and purposefully out in front of a group,
pulls them forward, and guides them.
In actual experience, however, leader
ship of that sort is relatively ineffective,
for many in the group disperse in various
directions, do not know where the
leader is going, or why, and do not need
a rallying cry or booster so much as
one who is right with them and giving
them a hand with each step of the
process they are in.
There is the type of leader who,
having previously held office and power,
now wants simply to work within the
ranks, urging and training others for
leadership or in skills required by the
group. These are especially valuable,
for they are less likely to be contending
for power and office, and others are
rather likely to accept advice from
them.
Then there is the type of younger
leadership who does not want to take
"Faculty, Jacksonville
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the prime responsibility, especially
where big decisions are to be made or
where much contention is likely to be
met. O nce an overseer has taken charge
and the main objective has been set,
he will be a kind of executive officer
and work out the necessary details.
This inner leadership is often absolutely
necessary.
Another type of unnoticed leader is
the one who is utterly com m itted to
an organization or its cause. He or
she does not especially want position
or office, but enjoys giving encourage
m ent and practical suggestions to
officers and mem bers alike. Such per
sons, working all through the group,
give it life and dynam ic and help to
get things done. W e make a great
mistake in thinking we must always
have some imposing figure standing
way out in front of the group and acting
something like a military commander
at the head of his troops. T he unelected
leaders, with timely and practical aids,
may be as needed as the overall head
of a project. All the push and pull
should not come from one prominent
spot.
Still another type of leadership
found within a dynamic group is the
type which may or may not hold a
subordinate office, but efficiently per
forms an inconspicuous task which
makes it possible for others to perform
The N azarene Preacher

greater ones, and aids in coordinating
the work of all. It is this kind of leader
ship which makes the other and more
prom inent kinds effective.
It is clear therefore that leadership
often comes from various places within
the m em bership rather than being
exercised out in front of it. If some

members can exercise qualities of
leadership by strengthening structures
and functions somewhere within and
even at the bottom of an organization,
they can greatly help its top leadership.
If they also can help unify and stimulate
mem bers who are hard to challenge or
(Continued on page 45)

Will H. Huff— as I Knew Him
By C. T. Corbett*
1 8 9 0 ’ s there was a long labor
strike in the pottery industries of East
Liverpool, Ohio. F o r weeks men walked the
streets with no work. A live-w ire holiness
p reacher saw the situation and opened the
doors of his church for revival cam paigns
both night and day. H undreds of these men
w ere called into this M ethodist church, and
through the noble efforts of this wide-awake
pastor m any of the strike-idle m en were con
verted. Among them was a very fine lad by
the nam e of W ill Huff. (Years later our Naz
arene pastor, Rev. O. L. Benedum , secured
the old altar of the church where H uff was
converted and installed it in his NYPS room.
I saw it some years later when I had an evan
gelistic m eeting th ere.)
Som eone opened H uff’s eyes to the need
of good schooling in preparation for life’s
labors, the calling to the ministry. A ccord
ingly he went to A-------College, and for a
w hile he was happy there. But when he failed
in Greek, he transferred to Peniel College.
T h ere in that Texas town he studied for sev
eral years under A. M. Hills. B ut som ething
else happened to H uff in Peniel. He met
Bud Robinson, then a resident of Peniel and
a fledgling evangelist. T o geth er they formed
an evangelistic team and soon were making
their rounds across the nation in soul-win
ning campaigns. Always their them e was
“ H oliness unto the L ord .” T hey were so d if
ferent in their presentation of the gospel that
they com plem ented each other, and God
used them in churches, tents, and cam p

B

a c k in t h e

“Nazarene Evangelist, Kankakee, 111.
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m eetings. T h ey preached to the m ultitudes
and their seekers ran into the thousands.
Thus these men cam e to the fore as mes
sengers of the Cross. People of all walks of
life heard of this team and the calls came
from everywhere. In M arch, 1903, they con
ducted an unusual cam paign for P. F. Bresee, First C hurch of the N azarene in Los
Angeles. L ater they am icably separated and
each worked out his own slate, which was
alw ays fu ll. T h e y re m a in e d v e ry good
friends throughout their lives.
In the mid 1920’s I heard W ill H uff at
the old Red Rock campgrounds, a famous
cam p seven miles south of St. Paul, M inn.,
my childhood home. H uff would stand very
close to the pulpit, speaking so low that one
had to lean forward to hear every word—
and they were w ell-chosen words, indeed.
T hen he would “ rise higher, wax warm,
strike fire, and end in a storm .” I inquired of
the old-tim ers and they told me this was the
method he used for years. It was a thrill both
to watch and to hear him. He held his audi
ences spellbound with his unique type of
oratory. In it he so drilled the holy truth
hom e that he usually had rem arkable re
sults with many seekers at the altar. His
m ethod seem ed to be his very own. God
blessed him as he used every ounce of his
talents for the Lord and the souls of men.
Thus the labor-striking “ dish-m aker”
learned to bring the “ Bread of L ife ” to the
endless thousands that cam e to hear him
preach. And the man that could not master
G reek learned to m aster the Scriptures and
the English language. Fo r some 30 years he
13

was a leading cam p m eeting holiness preach
er. H e died at the age of 55 in Cincinnati,
Ohio, in 1928.
In his earlier days he m et and married a
lovely young lady from M orningside C o l
lege, Sioux City, la ., and for years Sioux City
was their home. In fact you will find his
gravestone in a cem etery near the college

campus with the sim ple m arkings: “ W ill H.
H uff— 1873-1928.” As I stood there I re
called seeing that unusual, short, stocky man
with a good shock of wavy hair as he began
to speak very low, then “ rise higher, wax
warm, strike fire, and end in a storm ” with
an altar full of seekers weeping their way to
Calvary.

Earning a w elcom e in
the sick room

Ten Commandments of Hospital Visitation
By Earle L. Harvey*

T

O V ISIT T H E SICK AND SU FFER IN G o f

this world is a high calling. To
m inister to and provide strength for
the sick is even more noble. This is
true whether such visiting is done on
a regular basis by the pastor or on a
sporadic basis by the layman, who
generally visits only when he has a
personal friend or relative in the hos
pital. Effective hospital visitation is a
skill well worth polishing. As in the
polishing of any skill, there are rules
which provide a framework. It has
been found by experience that if those
engaged in hospital visitation will
attem pt
to
familiarize
themselves
with the following rules, and use them,
their visits will be a greater blessing
to everyone concerned.
1. C h eck with a w ard nurse before
visiting a patient. (If the patient is in
a room with a closed door, knock, but
do not enter immediately! Identify
yourself and the nature of your call.)
2. O bserve carefully the setting and
the situation with regard to the patient,
noting whether there are indications
(e.g., cards or flowers) that others are
aware of his hospitalization.
“Chaplain administrator of United States Army Sup
port Command, Thailand; home membership, First
Church, St. Bernice, Ind.
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3. S p eak in a norm al tone o f voice,
neither too softly nor too loudly. Be
sure that the patient can hear without
strain. Say only what you want the
patient to hear. O ften the patient is
sensitive to even a faintly whispered
word about his condition. D on’t take
that chance.

4. D on’t touch, lean against, or sit
upon the patient’s bed.
5. B e brief. Unless a counseling
situation has developed, five minutes
is sufficient time. W hen you are ready
to leave, leave. Leave door open or
closed, as it was when you entered.
Do not tell the patient that you will
see him later unless you plan to do so.
6. Call often . A continuing contact
is often more helpful than one or two
prolonged calls.
7. D on’t play doctor. Visit patients
regularly, know the meaning of as
much medical terminology as possible,
but do not use it to talk to the patient
or doctor. Do not pass on to the patient
any information you may have received
from the doctor or nurse regarding
his condition. In addition do not discuss
the patient’s problems with any other
patient.
The N azarene Preacher

8.

C on cen trate

on

the

patien t’s

feelin gs,

not his physical condition.
Accept the patient’s feelings as he states
them. Rem em ber that he is almost
always able to sense your rejection or
acceptance of his feelings. Do not be
too cheerful. Try to convey a spirit of
calm. Either levity or morbidity should
be avoided.

SERM O N

9. Pray only if it is indicated. There
are certain signs to look for: (a) Has
the patient been using the language of
religion? (b) Has he accepted you as a
clergym an? (c) Is the patient facing
surgery or some other traum atic event?
10. T he only constant rule is: Always

do that w hich is in the best interest
and w elfare o f the patient.

O F TH E M ONTH—

Life’s Most Significant Estimate
By George W. Privett, Jr.*

Luke 9 :2 0 —

. . whom say ye that I am ?”

W hat do you think of Jesus C hrist? T hat
is life’s most significant estim ate. As you
describe Him, you reveal yourself. Your
ju d g m ent of H im will determ ine where
you will spend eternity. You will form a
lot of opinions in your lifetim e. But this is
your most im portant. It is an estim ate of
far-reaching consequence.
U nlike
many
religions,
Christianity
calls for a verdict. It is not m erely a creed
for mem ory and recitation. It is dynam ic
truth centered in a Person, who calls for
our response of faith and obedience.
T he C ircu m stance
T h e scene of this dialogue between
C hrist and His disciples was one which
was steeped in religious history. At Caesarea
Philippi, (1) there were tem ples of the
ancien t Syrian Baal worship; (2) nearby
was a cavern reputed to be the birthplace
of the great god Pan, god of nature; (3)
that cave was said to be the place where
the sources of the Jord an River sprang to
life; and (4) there was a great tem ple of
w hite m arble built to the godhead of Ceasar.
T h e area was calculated to impress the on
looker with the m ight and divinity of Rome.
A gainst this backdrop, Jesus divinity shines
“ Pastor, First Church, Concord, N.C.
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forth with a more brilliant light.
T h e question also stems from a devo
tional atmosphere. Luke indicates that
Jesus had been alone praying before He
made inquiry of His disciples. T h e M aster
and His disciples were in fellowship. You
don’t probe this way unless you know whom
you are talking for and to.
T h e question was born of urgency. Tim e
was short. W ere there any who understood
H im accurately enough to carry on His work
after H e was gone? T h e question involved
the very survival of the C hristian faith.
O ur Lord decided to put them to the test.
E xactly whom did they believe Him to be?
The Confusion
You m ight say Jesus took a poll to find
out the popular feeling. His disciples m in
gled freely with the people. W hom did they
take Him to be?
Som e said He was John the Baptist.
C ertainly Herod Antipas considered John
so great a man that, when Jesus appeared,
he feared it was the Baptist com e back to
life.
O thers said He was Elijah. T h e p eop le'
regarded E lijah a prince among the pro
phets. M alachi assigned him the role of
forerunner: “ Behold, I will send you E lijah
the prophet before the com ing of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord” (M ai. 4:5).
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Orthodox Jew s still expect him before the
M essiah and leave a chair vacant for E lijah
while they celebrate the Passover.
A nother opinion was that Jesus was Je re 
m iah, “ the weeping prophet.” A curious
legend persisted that, before the Exile,
Jerem iah had taken the ark and the altar
of incense out of the Tem ple and hidden
them. It was believed that he would produce
these before the Messiah came.
H ere we see the inadequacy of human
categories. Although their estim ates are
com plim entary, they have an uncertain
ring. T h e people had their problem s in
believing. A fter all, the leaders had rejected
Jesus and the crowds had deserted Him
(John 6 :66). O f course, the god of this world
had blinded the minds of many. Also,
living prophets, who still hurl thunder
bolts, are not as popular as dead ones.
The Confession
T he crowning, m om entous question cam e
when Jesus looked with steadfast gaze into
the eyes of His disciples and asked: “ W hom
say ye that 1 am ?” A fter a period of silence,
there is the great discovery of Peter, who
confesses: “ You are the Christ, the Son of
the living G od.” M essiah (H ebrew ) and
Christ (G reek) are the same word m eaning
“ Anointed O n e .” T h e highest category
the people could find was inadequate to
describe Christ. Napoleon stated: “ I know
men, and Jesus Christ is more than a m an.”
“ P eter,” we may hear Jesus saying, “ even
with your experience of My character and
works, it is apparent that you have been
illum ined by a light that flashes from the
very face of God. Upon this truth I will
build My C hurch, and all after you who
confess My deity will be added to it. 1 am
the only true Foundation (I Cor. 3 :1 1 ) and
the C h urch’s chief C ornerstone (Eph. 2:2 0 ),
and upon this spiritual conviction 1 will
build M y kingdom .”
T h e confession we make must be a per
sonal discovery. Jesus asks: “ You— what do
you think of M e?” O f Pilate, He asked,
“ Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did
others tell it thee of M e?” (John 18:34)
No true knowledge of Him can ever be
secondhand. W e must know Christ, not
simply know about Him.
T h e C h allen g e
W hat do you think of C hrist? The world
says He is a myth, a great teacher, or the
16

highest prophet. Som e even go so far as
to say that Christ doesn’t m atter. T h ere is
a mystery about Him. He stirs our reverence.
He stands ready to forgive sins by virtue
of His cross, w hich still looms on the hori
zons of time. I must decide one way or the
other about Him.
D. L. M oody contends that the evidence
speaks unm istakably of His divinity. Among
His enem ies, we find the Pharisees saying,
" T h is man receiveth sinners,” and, “ He
saved others; him self he cannot save.”
Pilate said, “ I . . . have found no fault in
this m an” ; and Judas cried, “ I have be
trayed the innocent blood.” “ This man hath
done nothing am iss,” confesses the thief
on the cross; and the devils, according to
one of M a rk s accounts, address Him as
“ Jesus, thou Son of the most high God.
Adding generously to this is the testimony
of C hrist’s friends. T h e Baptist said, “ 1
bare record that he is the Son of God.”
P eter preached, saying, “ God hath made
that sam e Jesus . . . both Lord and C h rist.”
“ In the beginning was the W ord, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was
G od ,” writes John the Beloved. “ My Lord
and my G od ,” was the utterance of a con
vinced Thom as. Paul counted all things
loss com pared with 'th e excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil.
3 :8 ). O ther translations am plify this truth
and speak of the “ exceeding value,
the
priceless privilege,” the “ surpassing worth”
and the “ overw helm ing gain ” of knowing
Christ.
T h e redeem ed saints of all ages join in
this tribute, exclaim ing: “ W orthy is the
L am b that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
honour, and glory, and blessing” (Rev. 5:12).
T h e F ath er’s estim ate is, “ T his is my be
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(M att. 3:17).
W hat do you think of Christ? “ Seek ye
the Lord while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near. Confess your
sins to H im and com m it your life to Him.
T h e B ible plainly says, “ N either is there
salvation in any other: for there is none
other nam e under heaven given among
men, w hereby we must be saved” (Acts
4 :1 2 ). By the Holy Spirit, Jesus is on our
hands and the challenge is flung out,
“ W hat shall I do then with Jesus which is
called C h rist?” (M att. 2 7 :2 2 )
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

The calendar that deserves
a special place
at your desk
throughout
1 97 ?

CALENDAR

Giving inspiration
to the routines
of a day

Features 12 (plus cover) original paintings of Bible scenes reproduced in full color.
On opposite pages monthly calendars are designed with ample write-in space for
appointments, and inspirational thoughts with scripture references. Back cover
provides area for listing special events and phone numbers. Spiral binding allows
pages to lie completely flat or be turned under. Punched should hanging be pre
ferred.

A THOUGHTFUL REMEMBRANCE AT CHRISTMASTIME fo r your pastor,
board members, and church officers. And don’t forget one for your busy
wife tool
U-325

80c; 3 for $2.25; 12 for $7.20

For larger quantity prices on imprint service, please write

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

PASTORS
PRAYER MEETING
PUBLICATION
PRESENTATION
A P LAN TO EN C O U R A G E Y O UR LA Y M E N TO READ T H E BEST IN C U R R E N T RE LIGIOUS LITER ATU RE

Current Selection
THE CYCLE OF VICTO RIOUS LIV IN G
Earl G. Lee
Present it in the prayer meeting hour for your laymen to pur
chase.
$1.00

5 or more (40% d is c o u n t*),
Plus

For additional information consult special
November Ministers’ Book Club mailing.
*

60c each

3 c p e r b o o k f o r p o s ta g e

flyer

in the

Personal purchase only.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

KANSAS CITY

Pa s a d en a

Toronto

READING LA Y M E N BUILD AN A LE R T , GROW ING, E F F EC T IV E CHU RC H!
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N a z a r e n c P re a c h e r

CHURCH SCHOOLS

D o the parents in your
ch u rch n e e d help with fa m 
ily ivorship?

A quarterly devotional guide
which involves all members
of the family. Planned dis
cussion in the home rein
forces what the child is learn
ing in the Sunday school.

F ro m a p a ren t:
“ W e especially like the devotions in T able Talk
because they let our children read the Bible and share
ideas from their lessons with us. W e appreciate the
sim plicity— yet the m aterial is very spiritual. And it
helps us not to forget to have fam ily devotions.”

IS YOUR CHURCH PROVIDING “TABLE TALK”
FOR THE FAMILIES UNDER YOUR CARE?
O rder each quarter on your regular Sunday school
literature order blank
Only 28c a copy

D ecem b er, 1971
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

MY BIBLE,
DO I KNOW MUCH ABOUT IT?
WHAT ABOUT THE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING?
True or False
______ I Timothy and Titus were probably written
by Paul.
----------- By “canon” we mean a generally accepted
list of books.
----------- The Bible was written over a period of some
1,500 years.
----------- We have the original copy of at least two
single books of the Bible.
----------- Most of the papvrus manuscripts of the Greek
New Testament have come to light since
1940.
______ Joshua wrote the book of Joshua.
______ Version means a translation.
______ The King James Version of the complete
Bible was first published in the United States
in 1875.
______ The Bible is now translated into over 1,000
tongues.
______ It took 80 years for the King James Version
to win complete acceptance in the Englishspeaking world.
(See below for answers)

If you missed more than two, better plan to offer this
interesting denomination-wide study in your church
next spring.

F e b ru a ry and M arch are the m onths.
The Unit is 120a, Introduction to the Bible
The text is NEW: How We Got Our Bible, by Ralph Earle
1-01. ‘1-6 ‘d-8 ‘1 -L ‘d-9 ‘d-9 ‘d-fr ‘l-£ 'A-Z ‘1-U isjsmsuv
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Bible Society Offering
DECEMBER

YOUTH

—

IS

“ The U nited Bible Societies
report that along with continuing
massive needs for Scripture in all
world areas, there is for the first
time in recen t history, unp rece
dented opportunity for Bible
work in E astern Europe . . .
“ I’m concerned that even
though the needs are m ounting,
our denom ination's annual offer
ing has leveled off . . .
“ T here is no better m eans of
saying, ‘Jesus is the W a y ,’ than
by putting G od’s Book into men's
hands. T h at’s w hat the Bible soci
eties of the world are trying to
do. They must have our help, and
w e, theirs.''

/

..

— PA U L S K IL E S , report to the
G eneral NYPS C ouncil,
Jan u ary , 1971

U .S.A. pastors, mail your ch u rch ’s offering to D r.
N orm an M iller, 6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.
64131. In other countries, mail directly to the head
quarters of your national Bible society.
L ast y e a r’s 100 percent Participation D istricts
A m erican Bible Society
Alaska
E. Kentucky
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Minnesota
\ . Arkansas

S.W. Indiana
N .E. Oklahoma
Philadelphia
Sacram ento
W est Indies Bible Society
Jam aica

NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY
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Ju st one of the m any notes of thanks for m edical aid
. . . thank you, pastors, for m aking these “ notes” pos
sible, for w ithout your cooperation, participation, en 
couragem ent, and direction, M em orial Roll giving would
not be w hat it is today. I feel sure you, too, are proud to
have a part in giving our m issionaries
“ex p ert m ed ica l c a r e ”
“a sense o f p e a c e and s e cu rity ”
Keep up the good w ork. . .
Thankfully yours,
M rs. R e e fo rd L. C h a n ey
G eneral Council M em ber
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M INISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

THANK YOU, PASTOR
for paying your N M B F Budget, w hich has made possible N M B F
assistance and “ B a sic ” Pension ben efits for over 1,000 m inisters
and widow s of m inisters in 1971.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION
For EMERGENCY MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
w a n t to

say,

^

" T h ^ n k '^ v o u
fe „

0J

fr ie n d s h ip

and

h ip '

N a z a re n e .

T he a s s ig n .

'
G° d ^
Ch

b u t n o n eth eless . p p r e c l a ^ ” AgaTn
V o u, th a n k y o u ."

of

'ZT ^
°"

® S a y'

th e
th e

*

Thank

An active pastor and family
In d ia n a
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FOR “ BASIC” PENSION
,-heck this morning.
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Me*to do Otherwise.

ks so m uch.

A retired elder,

beenable

New Mexico

For NMBF MONTHLY ASSISTANCE

We are praising God for
our church.

^

o f God’s people and

A retired minister and wife,

Oregon

C om m endations fro m R en o w n ed Christian L ea d ers
P ast P residen t, W esleyan M ethodist
C hurch
“. . . one of the most preferred multi-volumed commentaries
on the market today.”

RO Y S. NICHOLSON,

MYRON F . BOYD, B ishop, F r e e M ethodist C hurch

“This set meets a long-felt need among Wesleyan-Arminian
Christian leaders.”
SAM UEL HEPBU RN , N ational C om m ander, T he Salvation
A rm y
“The BEACON B IB L E COMMENTARY is ‘right on the BEAM ’
. . . It is sound, reasonable, and devotional.”

B B A C O IS T

Extensive crossreferencing

Easy-to-follow
outline
Homiletic
form
helps

BIBLE CO M M E N TA RY
Over a decade ago, in recognition of the need of a con
temporary, scholarly, W esleyan-Arminian reference work,
the ambitious project of publishing the BEACO N B IB L E
COM M ENTARY was undertaken. In the spring of 1964
the first volume was introduced. Five years later, the last
volume rolled off the press, celebrating the C O M P L E 
TIO N of this 10-volume masterwork. More than 15,000
ministers, teachers, and students have purchased various
volumes during these years; 7,000 of these have been on
a regular subscription basis.

10-volu m e s e t in o r d e r o f p r o d u c tio n . . .
Volume 6

MATTHEW to LUKE

Volume 4

Volume 2

JOSHUA to ESTHER

Volume 10 H EBR EW S to REVELATION

Volume 7

JOHN— ACTS

Volume 3

Volume 9

GALATIANS to PH ILEM O N

Volume 8

R O M A N S to II C O R IN T H IA N S

Volume 1

G E N E S IS

Volume 5 H 0 SEA to MALACH!

ISA IA H to D A N IEL

JOB to SONG OF SOLOMON

10-VOLUME SET

to

DEUTERONOM Y

$64.95*

Individual Volumes
Each, $6.95
Price slightly higher outside the continental U nited States
♦Terms available upon request.

N O T E: A ll volum es sent autc

NAZARENE PUBLISI
T he N a z a re n e Preache:

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
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EACH VOLUME
APPROXIMATELY 500 PAGES
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(Xt

d type

NWord meanings
clarified & amplified

?sent subscribers.

ISE

* Hard cover
bound in rich
maroon cloth

Large, easy-to-read
type printed in
dull black on
blue-white eggshell stock

Now over 15,000 users!

POST OFFICE BOX 527., KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 6 4141

June, 1969

WORLD MISSIONS

The
Missionary
Dollar
WORLD MISSIONS D O LLA R -1971

MISSIONARY SUPPORT

22.1 0

FIELD OPERATIONS (Field budget,
additional allocations, special
grants)

44. 0

TRANSFERS (to reserves, new fields
radio)

.4 0

FIELD RELATED OPERATIONS AND MISSIONS
BENEFITS (Travel, Social Security,
Insurance, Education, Vacation, E tc.)

18 .5 0

SPECIAL ALLOCATIONS (Spanish Dept., N.W.M.S.
Other Sheep, S.M.C., E tc.)

8. 10

O FFICE ADMINISTRATION

3. 30

This breakdown does not reflect in any way "Special Funds"
which are received and disbursed entirely for their designated
purpose. The above breakdown is only the World Missions'
portion of the General Budget funds.
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CO M M U N IC A TIO N S— RADIO

W E THINK SO TOO • • •
D ear B roth er M itchell:
I received your letter concerning M iss_______ ,
who had requested m aterial from “ Showers of
Blessing.” I have m ade co n tact with her. She is
now in the hospital after having tried to take her
own life. She is deeply disturbed and very m uch
in need of spiritual help. P L E A S E join me in
p rayer that I m ight be used to win her to Christ
before it is too late.
Thank you so very m uch for contacting m e.
T h ere are thousands of others out there in this
troubled w orld who are just as m uch in need as
this lady.
“ Showers of Blessing” is getting the job
done; keep up the good w ork, and m ay m ore
souls be reach ed for H im .
Yours b eca u se o f Calvary,
_______ (Pastor)

GET ‘ SHOWERS OF BLESSING”
ON IN YOUR COMMUNITY

*•

- *

" * * «

.

„

C O M M U N IC A T IO N S CO M M ISSIO N
D ecem b er, 1971

*

'

*

x

Radio O ffice
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NAVCO

D o you need a film strip or slide set for a specific
purpose? To help you, there is a listing of N AV CO -approved filmstrips and slide sets in the audiovisual section
of the M aster B u yin g G u id e. It would be best to check this
resource first.
W e would like to recom m end another source w here
you can get slides on the Bible and film strips on m any
religious subjects including religious holidays. W rite to
the N azarene Audiovisual C om m ittee, 6401 The Paseo,
Kansas C ity, M o. 64131, for a full SVE C atalog. All the
m aterials listed in this catalog can be purchased through
your N azarene Publishing H ouse.

NAZARENE INFO RM ATIO N SERVICE

One-Half Million Strong
N a ZA REN E pastors may send at
once for copies of the 1971 denom ina
tional year-end review story which sum
marizes gains during the calendar year
including passing of the one-half mil
lion mark in world membership.
A separate story will cover highlights
of Nazarene world missions in 1971.
Pastors may have as many copies as
necessary for distribution to their local
newspapers and broadcasters.
Mail requests to: NIS, 6401 T he Paseo,
Kansas City, Mo. 64131,
No autom atic mailing of these stories
will be made to pastors. Those who can
use them may have them by return mail,
but write at once.
These releases are for use during the
last week in D ecem ber or during the
first 10 days of January, 1972.
28

Copies will be mailed directly to all
news editors in cities where the Church
of the Nazarene is known, including
cities where Nazarene colleges are lo
cated.
Nazarene pastors may make certain
that their local newspapers get copies
by sending a card or note to NIS, with
the name of their newspaper(s) and the
name of the church editor or individual
who should receive the articles.
This will be the fourteenth annual
Nazarene year-end review for news
papers and broadcasting.
Pastors are reminded to mail tearsheets containing Nazarene stories from
their local newspapers to NIS.

O. J O E O LSO N
N azarene Preacher

EVANGELISM

Plpase Don't Forget!
INCLUDE THE
LISTS WHO SERVED
HURCH THIS PAST
ON YOUR CHURCH’S
CHRISTMAS APPRECIATION
GIFT LIST.

HELP US TO KEEP UP!!!!!!
. . . WITH OUR MOVING
NAZARENES.
SEND THEIR NAMES TO:
MOVING NAZARENES
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

D ecem b er, 1971

WILLS & A N N UITIES, & SPECIAL GIFTS

Wills Emphasis Guide
For Pastors
The office of Wills, Annuities, and Special Gifts exists to serve
each pastor and his congregation in the m atter of stewardship of accu
mulated possessions. These suggestions are offered to help each pas
tor to have a more effective bequest program in the local church.
1. Have your own will m ade. Give evidence of your concern for
your loved ones and of your example of stewardship over your posses
sions in relation to God’s work.
2. Inform yourself about the work o f wills. There is much mis
information about wills. Consider: W ho needs a will? W hen should a
will be drawn? W hat happens if there is no will?
3. Adopt a prop er philosophy and attitude about wills. Consider
its relevance to every family, young or old, rich or poor.
4. Discuss the wills em phasis with your ch u rch board.
A. A “ Wills Emphasis C om m ittee’ of three or more could
be named to plan and promote the whole wills effort in
the local church.
B. A “ Wills advisory group” consisting of some persons
with special knowledge could be nam ed to make available
the technical and religious counsel necessary for the
proper making of wills in which the church is rem em 
bered.
5. Present the wills em phasis publicly. Through sermon, pulpit
announcement, bulletin items, or newsletters.
6. Distribute printed m atter about wills. Secure free literature
and distribute to your congregation.
7. Show film s about m aking a will. Available on a reservation
basis through NAVCO.
8. Slate a service with wills representative. As schedule permits,
the Consultant or Associate Consultant is available for services in
local churches.
9. Subm it nam es o f interested persons. Our office is available
to counsel or correspond with those needing or seeking guidance in
these matters.
Office of Wills, Annuities, and Special Gifts
Jo h n Stockton, Consultant
Robert W. Crew , Associate Consultant
6401 The Paseo
Kansas City, Mo. 64131
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HOME M ISSIO NS

WHEN JESUS CAME
Pastors, Jesus so loved the world that He left
His home in heaven to live a message of love on
earth. This Christmas season we rem em ber and
rejoice in His love.
There are people who cannot rejoice in the
love of God. They may be your neighbors or live
in a nearby community. Your church may reach
some of them by Christmas, perhaps more by next
Christmas.
A healthy Nazarene church gains new ground
for Christ each year. A growing church, united and
mobilized for outreach, will find and win others
with the message of God’s love.
A wonderful gift to bring to Christ next Christ
mas would be a new outreach ministry in an area
of spiritual need nearby. It will help you to bear
the burden and share the joy of telling the world
of God’s love.
This would please Jesus, don’ t you think?
For information on Outreach Bible Classes, UnderShepherd plans, and Lay Missionary Activity, write to:
D E P A R T M E N T O F H O M E M ISSIO N S
6401 T he Paseo
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

D ecem b er, 1971
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Sunbcip School Times

CST CREDIT OFFERED
WITH WINTER QUARTER’S LESSONS
S p e cia l Text B eing Made Available
K ansas City, Mo. —Through
the cooperative efforts of the
D e p a r tm e n t

of

the complete section of LU KE
taken from Volume 6 of the

C h u rc h

Beacon Bible Commentary.

Schools, the Christian Service
Training office, and your
Nazarene Publishing House,
members of the adult Bible
classes have the opportunity
of receiving special study
credit.

The writer, Charles L. C hil
ders, Ph.D., is head of the
Department of Language,
L i t e r a t u r e , an d S p e e c h ,
Trevecca Nazarene College.
The book is made up of 208
pages, 6 x 9 , with study map

The lessons, according to Rev.
Earl C. Wolf, adult curricu

of Palestine, and attractively
bound in a technically proc
essed Tanalin paper cover.

lum editor, present an en
riching study on the Gospel
of Luke. They extend through
the winter, 1971-72, quarter
(D ecem b er, Ja n u a r y , F e b 
ruary) and into the first three
Sundays of April. Immediate
registration is urged by Rev.
B ennett Dudney, director of
Christian Service Training.
Inform ation is given on this
page for receiving C ST
credit for Unit 122.3b, “Study
o f the B ook o f Luke.”

The text is a S P E C IA L SU N 
DAY SCH OOL E D ITIO N of

To r e g is t e r y o u r c la s s fo r C S T c r e d i t . . .
Here's w h a t to do .. .
1. Register y o u r class im m e d ia te ly w it h the Chris tia n Service
T ra in in g O ffic e f o r Unit 122.3b. 'S tu d y of the B o o k of Luke."
2. Determ in e y o u r needs and o rd e r an adequ a te su p p ly of
the t e x t - a special Su n d a y s ch o o l e d it io n of LUKE from
V o lu m e 6, Be a co n Bib le Com m entary .
3. Be sure to rep o rt the study to the Chris tia n Service T ra in 
ing O ffic e w hen the w o r k is co m p le te d .
Here's w h a t's r e q u ir e d ...
1. Atte n d at least 10 o u t of the 13 class sessions.
2. Study th e reg u la r Su n d a y sch o o l lessons.

3. Read the t e x t b o o k - t h e Special S u n d a y Sch o o l Edition
on LUKE.

CHURCHES ARE URGED TO PLAN NOW
Plan NOW to take advantage of these special CST credit lessons during TH IS W INTER
Q U A R T E R . B e su re your cla s s is re g is te re d and enough books are ordered for
each member of the class.

THE GOSPEL ACCO R DING TO ST. LUKE

ONLY

Beacon Bible (Commentary S P E C IA L E D IT IO N
I ’r i i f s/i^ h tly h'ij^lii'y o u tsid e th e i im liiie n ln l I tilled S tines

$1.50

N A Z A R E N E P U B L IS H IN G H O U S E

P O S T O F F IC E BO X 527, K A N S A S CITY , M IS S O U R I 64141

W a s h in g to n a t B re see , P a sa d en a, C a lifo rn ia 9 11 04 - I N

C A N A D A : 1592 B lo o r S tre e t, W e st, T o ro n to 9, O n ta rio

Return to Bethlehem
C h r is tm a s se a so n
I read an
article that greatly impressed me.
It was written by Leonard Spigelgass,
a Jew , and bore the heading, “ Christ
mas was never my holiday, and it isn’t
now. But I believe in what it means,
and I don’t like what you’ve done to
it.”
The author’s point was that Christ
mas is for Christians— a blessed time,
a holy tim e— but they had forced it on
him, for whom it was neither blessed
nor holy. Yet he felt he had more re
spect for it than most Christians seem
to, as he observed how they celebrated
it. In short, he said Christians had
polluted their sacred day— the birth
day of Christianity.
As he told of his childhood frustra
tions during the Christmas season,
when he wished that Christmas were
at the bottom of the sea, I remembered
Bessie, the little Jew ish girl who lived
across the street from us in my early
grade school years. She must have
experienced these same frustrations
and feelings of being “ left out.” At
school we cut out stars and poinsettias,
and made wreaths to decorate our
classroom. W e sang carols. W e talked
about our anticipated gifts. Our city
of Denver had extraordinarily beautiful
lighting during the season. To this
day, I’ve never seen such animated

L

ast
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window displays as the large stores
had— to delight young and old alike.
O ne year a portion of the sixth floor
of the largest departm ent store corraled
Santa’s live reindeer from the “ North
P o le .” T h e m ail was lo ad ed wi th
greeting cards. Christmas was in every
window, every magazine, every news
paper, and on the radio.
Bessie was allowed to come over and
see our Christmas tree, but her visits
were restrained during this time. The
Nativity figures were always prominent
in our home, for Christmas had real
spiritual meaning and definitely cen
tered around the birth of our Saviour.
Little Bessie was rather silent on these
Christmas visits— a com bination of
wonder with a touch of sadness in her
childish eyes, and undoubtedly a ques
tion in her heart as to why her home
had no wreath in the window, no tree
in the corner, no gifts in her stocking.
Mr. Spigelgass contended that today
no one is left out. Everyone celebrates!
W hy not? W hat’s religious about it?
It’s becom e a national holiday. It has
no meaning, really, no significance,
except those nice words about peace
and goodwill. And who’s against that!
Even Jew s need not be “ left out”
today, since they can celebrate Hanukkah, Feast of Lights, “ as a fine way
around Christmas for the kids.”
33

Missionaries will tell you that Tokyo
almost outdoes our large cities in
decorations
and
commercialism
at
Christmas. For what? T h e Christmas
season has becom e “ T he Holidays” (a
euphemism coined by non-Christians
to disguise the theological aspects).
“ S e a so n ’ s g r e e tin g s ” and “ M erry
X-m as” can be pretty untheological
too. The original term and celebration
have becom e polluted.
Since “ ecology” becam e a household
word two years ago, we have heard
much about the pollution of earth, our
waters, our air. The emphasis for saving
our world is on personal responsibility.
Each individual is urged to help pre
serve what is left of our environment.
W e are admonished to discontinue
using certain types of detergents and
sprays that contribute to pollution,
to buy returnable bottles rather than
th e n o -d e p o sit ty p e ; we are not
allowed to burn trash in the cities;
we should subdue noise. One suggestion
list included even the ban of colored
facial and bathroom tissues to prevent
dye from entering our water.
But what about the pollution of
Christmas? Shall we accept our per
sonal responsibility to curb the degra
dation of this holy season? It isn’t holly
or candles or lights or Christmas trees
or candy canes that have polluted it.
These symbols can even enhance it
when we keep the spiritual meaning
of the day primary. But we might do
well to take a second look at the
Christmas cards we send. Does the
message have any relation to the birth
of Christ or the meaning of Christmas?
W hen our children were young, a
benevolent neighbor who was very
fond of them put up a six-foot Santa in
our yard. I felt a tinge of em barrass
m ent and always tried to explain why
he dominated the scene that year. I’m
not against Santa— in his place. My
sister and I used to visit him (even
though we didn’t “ believe” ) in order
to get the free coloring book or trinket
he always gave. Our primary emphasis,
34

our attitudes, our priorities will “ come
through” and be sensed by our children,
our friends, our congregations.
Let me quote these significant words
from the article to which I referred at
the beginning:
“ To those to whom he is deity, his
birthday is a very special tim e . . . I
wish he had prevailed, for what he said
and what he believed and what he
taught in no way do I find offensive
. . . Nothing I can say or do can stop
the degradation of Christm as; but
something you do can . . . It’s up to
you. Turn it back into a searching of
your soul and your purpose. Keep it
as precious as it is. Throw us out.
“ In his name, if you believe, you can
stop wars, and race hatred and pollu
tion . . . You have a rem arkable instru
m ent— and you use it for martinis
and to increase the gross national
product. T he power of the church is
waning— your church, m ine— but the
power of Christ is still viable. I can say
it because I’m objective. You act like
Christians; you prove it to me . .
Shall we be extra careful this year
to be personally responsible to “ keep
Christ in C h ristm a s”? C ertainly we
will not degrade it with martinis, but
we can abuse it with too frenzied
shopping, too much social pressure.
W e must give Christ a place in our
Christmas parties and banquets— and
in our homes.
W e can see the star and hear the
angels sing only if we return to Beth
lehem.
M cCall’s, copyright, M cCall Publishing Co., 1969. Used
with permission.

^
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What to Do with Your Bible
Know it in the head.
Stow it in the heart.
Show it in the life.
Sow it in the w orld..

— S elected
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IN T H E ^ S T U D Y
The Greatest Grace of All
(Meditations on I Corinthians 13)

By H. K. Bedwell*

No. 7

L o v e— T h e Hardy G race

“ Love suffereth long, and is kind.”
U nder prolonged test love does not crack or
crum ble. It is a durable grace. This is the
opening statem ent about love in action.
How does Christian love perform in the
cruel arena of a hostile world? It em erges
covered in glory— “ suffereth long, and is
kind .” T o “ suffer long” arouses sympathy
for the sufferer, but to be kind through it
and at the end of it must stir our adm iration,
for this is love trium phant. In the music of
life's experience, love strikes three ascend
ing notes: first, Sensitivity— “ love su f
fe r e t h ” ; second. D u rability— “ love suffereth
lon g ” ; third. R esiliency— “ and is kin d .”
1.

T

he

S e n s it iv it y

of

L

ove—“

Love su f

fe r e t h . .
Love lies w ide-open to suffering. Because
it is the very highest grace, it can suffer
the very deepest pain. In an evil world this
is inevitable. Because love is outgoing,
concerned not with its own welfare but the
w ell-being of others, in a selfish society
it will m eet with basest ingratitude. In its
jealousy for the honor and glory of God it
will arouse the diabolical venom of the
enem y of G od— Satan. In its concern for
the salvation of m en it will m eet with indif
ference, rejection, and even open hostility.
Love will collide head on with hate. Because
love is what it is, it is bound to bleed. But
though it will be bruised and battered and
even broken, it will still rem ain what it
is— love.
There is a vital distinction betw een being
sensitive and being touchy. A person who
°Missionary, Republic of South Africa
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is touchy is concerned about himself. In
any situation he asks himself, How does this
affect m e? H e resents ju st criticism. He
takes offense at the smallest injustice. He
com plains when people talk about him
and grum bles when they do not. I once
heard an African preacher describe the
touchy person as one who walks through
life with a thorn growing out of each shoul
der. Touchiness is the blood poisoning of
sensitivity. It is sensitivity gone bad.
In the hum an body the sense of touch
is a safeguard and a means of com m uni
cation, but if any part of the body becom es
infected and swollen, it becom es “ touchy”
instead of being sensitive. It is the poison
of self-love that makes a person touchy.
Tru e love feels but it does not resent. Since
sensitivity varies with the personality and
often with the state of health, it is sometimes
hard to know where the line lies betw een
true sensitivity and carnal touchiness.
Safety lies in insuring the present sanctify
ing power of the Spirit by walking in the
light, and thus keeping self in its proper
place.
W hen Paul preached in Athens he en
countered the derision of the Stoics (Acts
17:18). They called him a “ b ab b ler.” The
teaching of Christ runs contrary to that of
the Stoics. T h eir philosophy was, “ Grin
and bear it.” Pain and suffering were to
be m et by suppressing any sign of it, with
a show of indifference. T h e word “ stoical
has thus entered the English language
and found a place in our dictionaries and is
defined as “ showing great power in resisting
pain and hardship.” It is an early form of
35

Christian Science, an effort to avoid the
reality of pain and suffering. Love recog
nizes the reality of suffering of both body
and mind, but supplies an inward grace
to suffer long and be kind. It uses suffering
rather than ignoring it. Betw een the ex
trem es of indifference and touchiness there
lies the normal experience of sensitivity.
Entire sanctification will not rid you of this,
for it is an essential part of our human
nature.
II. T h e D u r a b i l i t y o f L o v e — “ Love suffereth lon g.”
Love is not only sensitive; it is enduring.
It is hardy. It'o u tlasts the storms. T h e two
words “ suffereth long’ are only one word
in the Greek NT. In modern translations
it is often written as “ p atien ce.” Really it
is the verbal form of the noun used in
Galatians 5 where the fruits of the Spirit
are listed; the one called “ longsuffering”
is called “ patience” in the RSV. W illiam
Barclay describes long-suffering as “ the
steadfast spirit that will not give in.”
Chrysostom says, “ Longsuffering is the
spirit which could take revenge if it liked
but utterly refuses to do so.” Lightfoot
says long-suffering is the spirit that will
not retaliate. T h e basic thought is that love
under prolonged pressure and adverse
circum stances will not break down. It will
endure. In one of the Bantu languages I
discovered p atien ce is translated by a
word picture which means “ having a long
h eart.” This is very expressive, for we speak
of the im patient as being “ short-tem pered.”
A long-suffering person is one who is “ longtem pered.” O ne early English Bible triei]
to introduce a literal rendering of longsuffering from Latin and used the word
“ longanim ity.” U nfortunately it did not
catch on. But that is what it is.
Long-suffering is the power to see things
through. W hen this grace is lost in our work
for God, irritability, resentm ent, and pes
simism will destroy our best efforts. These
things are bound to creep in when longsuffering goes out.
I I I . T h e R e s i l i e n c y o f L o v e — “ Love suf
fereth long, and is hind.’
It is sadly possible to suffer long and
be bitter and resentful. Love can em erge
from a long siege of adversity and oppo
sition and still be kind. On a main highway
in Am erica was a sign: “ D anger, drive
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carefully for the next 4 0 miles, road under
construction.
Forty exhausting miles later
there was another sign: “ C onstruction end 
ed; thanks for your p atien ce.” It seem s we
are all still “ under construction” and require
daily the grace of patience mixed with
kindness.
T h e difference betw een ordinary steel
and spring steel is that ordinary steel when
bent under pressure retains its bent shape,
but spring steel ju m ps back when released
to its original shape. Love is the spring
and shock absorber of life. It smooths out
the ruts, the potholes, the corrugations,
and the bumps. T h e ruts are still there, the
rough places are still there, but the joint
action of the springs and shock absorbers
takes out the jolts. I shudder to think what
the ride would have been like on some of
the roads in A frica on which I have driven
if the car had been w ithout springs or shock
absorber! Love is resilient; it has spring in
it; it will be beaten, but not bent.
Kindness is listed in the nine fruits of
the Spirit, but in the Authorized Version
it is translated as “ gen tleness.” Elsewhere
it is always “ kindness” and is so translated
in the RSV. M offatt uses the word “ kind
liness.” N otice how closely it follows “ longsuffering or “ p atien ce.” These two graces
are twins and cannot be separated. It is
interesting that Jesus used the sam e word
when H e spoke about “ old w ine” in Luke
5:3 7 . T h e thought is that of being “ m ellow .”
New wine is harsh; old wine is mellow.
Kindness is mellowness.
Again kindness makes a person easy to
work with. T h e same G reek word is used
in the promise of Jesus to those who come
to Him. “ My yoke is easy .” T h at is, “ My
yoke is kind.” It is w ell-adapted and com
fortable to wear. W e all know the “ porcu
pine” type of person who is difficult to
approach and to team up with, whereas
the person who is long-suffering and kind
is a pleasure to m eet, and easy to work with.
M any years ago I read the biography of
a young missionary to South Am erica named
Fen ton Hall He tragically lost his life
after only a short tim e on the field. He was,
when in the army, cham pion heavyweight
boxer. H e stood well over six feet tall and
correspondingly broad. H e helped in a city
mission hall in the east end of London,
one of the toughest quarters of the city.
O ne night some young hooligans were
upsetting the service. Fen ton Hall picked
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two of them up and carried them out.
Unwisely som eone closed and bolted
the door after him. Im m ed iately the gang
outside set upon him, kicking and punching
him from every angle. Fen ton Hall, who
could have knocked those puny, underfed
youth out one by one, simply folded his arms
and stood against the door and took it all
in silence. Afterwards som eone said, “ W ith
your boxing experience didn’t you feel
tem pted to lay about them ?” W ithout hesi
tation H all replied, “ It never even entered
my head to hit b ack .” Is it any wonder
that some of these very youths were soon
won to Christ?

GLEANINGS *d
from the Greek

^

By Ralph Earle*
I C or. 1:1-21
“ Sanctified . . . Saints”
In the light of 3 :1 , where Paul says the
C orinthian “ breth ren ” are not spiritual but
carnal, it is obvious that “ sanctified” here
(v. 2) is used in a restricted sense. It
expresses a relationship of having been
set apart to God. Find lay (E G T , II, 758)
puts it w ell: “ This initial sanctification is
synchronous with ju stificatio n .”
These born-again believers were “ called
to be saints” (cf. Rom. 1:7). T h e term “ saints”
is the plural of hagios, “ holy,” which is
the root of the verb “ sanctified ” (hagiazo).
So saints are literally “ holy ones.” Again,
the term is used in its lim ited, sacram ental
sense of “ belonging to G od .” This is the
m ain m eaning of “ holy” in the Old T esta
m ent, though the personal and ethical
m eaning com es to the front in Isaiah and
som e other prophets and becom es dom inant
in the New Testam ent. However, it is
clear that Paul uses the term “ saints” for
all Christians, as those who are called to
belong to God.
“ C om in g” or “ R evelation ” ?
T h e Greek word is apocalypsis (v. 7),
which literally m eans an “ uncovering,
and so “ revelation.” T h at is the way it is
u su a lly tr a n s la te d in th e K in g Ja m e s
Version (12 out of 18 tim es). O nly in this
“Professor of New T estam ent,
cal Sem inary, Kansas City, Mo.
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passage is it rendered “ com ing.”
T h e Second Com ing will be a revealing
of Christ, who for over 1,900 years has
been veiled from sight. W e are told that,
when He com es again, “ every eye shall
see him ,” even “ they also which pierced
him ” (Rev. 1:7; cf. John 19:37).
“ D ivisions”
This is a strong word in the Greek, schisma
(v. 10), from which we get our word
“ schism .” T h e noun com es from the verb
schizo, which means “ split, divide, separate,
tear apart, tear off” (Arndt and Gingrich).
It is used literally for a “ rent” in a garm ent
(M att. 9 :1 6 ; M ark 2 :21). Elsew here in the
New T estam ent it is used figuratively and
is translated "d iv ision ” five times and
“ schism ” once (I Cor. 12:25).
This was the main problem in the church
at Corinth. T h ere were four parties or
cliques in the congregation (v. 12), and Paul
devotes the first four chapters of this Epistle
to dealing with this crucial situation.
“ P erfectly Joined T og eth er”
Instead of being divided into quarreling
cliques, Christians should be “ perfectly
joined together” — all one word in the Greek,
katertismenoi, the perfect passive participle
of katartizo. This verb literally means “ put
in order, restore . . . restore to its form er
condition” (A. & G.). It is used of fisherm en
“ m ending” their nets (M att. 4 :2 1 ; M ark 1:
19). Here in Corinthians it means “ make
one what he ought to be” (Thayer). Lias
(C G T ) says that the idea is that of being
"fitted together, as the fragm ents in a
piece of mosaic, in which each m inute
portion exactly fills its proper place.”
Perhaps Alford is a little closer to the true
picture when he com m ents: “ Katartizo is
the exact word for the healing or repairing
of the breaches made by the schismata’’
(Greek Testament, II, 476).
In the IC C volume on I Corinthians,
Robertson and Plum m er write: “ T h e word
is suggestive of fitting together what is
broken or rent (M att, iv.21). It is used in
surgery for setting a joint (Galen), and in
Greek politics for composing factions (Hdt.
v. 2 8 ).” All three of these uses apply well
to this passage.
“Ju d gm en t” or “ Purpose” ?
O f the Greek word used here, Lias says:
“gnome is usually employed in the sense of
opinion. But it has also the sense or purpose
or consent.” After citing a passage in Poly
bius, he affirms: “ T here, as here, the de
cision of the mind is m eant, rather than the
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opinion on which it was form ed .’’ For this
passage Arndt and Gingrich suggest “ pur
pose” or “ intention.”
“ Contentions” or “ Q uarrels” ?
T h e word eris (v. 11) means “ strife,
w rangling,
con tention”
(A bbott-Sm ith).
Arndt and Gingrich suggest that in the
plural, as here, it means “ quarrels.” As
Robertson and Plum m er say, “ T h e divisions
becam e noisy.” Findlay writes: “ E rides
signifies the personal contentions, due to
w hatever cause, which lead to sch ism ata.”
And so it is today that church quarrels
lead to church splits.
“ P reach the G ospel”
This is one word in the Greek, eu an gelizo
(v. 17). Paul declares: “ Christ sent me not
to baptize, but to evangelize.” T h at is the
m ain mission of the Church.
“ P reach in g” or “ W ord ” ?
Paul says that “ the preaching of the cross”
is foolishness to those that perish. But the
Greek word for “ preaching” (v. 18) is
simply logos, which is translated “ word”
2 1 8 out of the 3 3 0 tim es it occurs in the New
Testam ent. It is “ the word of the Cross”
(that is the word about the Cross) that
perishing sinners despise. W hat the world
still ridicules is the m essage of the Cross,
the good news of salvation through C hrist’s
death for us at Calvary. T oo many people
would rather try to save them selves than
let Christ save them.
“ P reach in g” or “ W h at Is P reach ed ” ?
This word in verse 21 is still another one
that is translated “ preaching” in the King
Jam es Version. It is kerygm a, which has
becom e established in theological circles
as an English term in good standing.
It com es from the verb kerysso, which
means “ herald” or “ proclaim .” In classical
Greek the noun m eant “ that which is cried
by a herald, a proclam ation” (A bbott-Sm ith).
In the New T estam ent it is used in the sense
of “ proclam ation” or “ m essage,” “ that
is, the substance as distinct from the act”
(A bbott-Sm ith).
L ightfoot declares:
“ It
refers . . . to the subject, not to the m anner
of preaching” (N otes, p. 161). Lias com 
m ents: “ T h e word translated p reach in g
should rather be rendered w hat is p re a c h ed ”
(cf. RSV). In agreem ent with all this, Find 
lay writes that kerygm a “ signifies not the
act of proclam ation, but the m essag e p ro
cla im ed by God’s herald.”
On the basis of the King Jam es rendering
many have thought that it is the m eth o d
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of preaching that is considered foolish.
Rather, it is the m essage.
In K itte l’s T h eolo g ica l D ictionary o f the
New T estam en t, Friedrich spells out what
this message is. H e writes (III, 710):
At the heart of the New T estam ent
kerygm a stands the lordship of God.
Preaching is not a lecture on the
nature of G od’s kingdom. It is procla
m ation, the declaration of an event.
Fried rich goes on to point out that the
central em phasis of apostolic preaching
was not the words of Jesus, but the his
torical fact of his life, death, and resurrec
tion. He says (111, 711):
T h e reality of the resurrection con
stitutes the fulness of the early C hris
tian kerygm a. This is a fact which
cannot be apprehended like other his
torical events. It has to be continually
proclaim ed afresh.
C om m enting on I Cor. 1:21, he affirms:
“ T h e foolish message of Jesus crucified
saves those who believ e” (111, 716). That
is what the gospel is. And that is the good
news which every preacher is com missioned
to proclaim.

Christmas—

The Response of the
Shepherds
e x t : Luke 2 :1 5 — “ L et
us now go even
unto B eth leh em .”

T

I n t r o d u c t i o n : Sketch story. T h e gospel
was preached to the shepherds that night
as they w atched on the hillside. T h e great
question was, W hat would they do about it?

I
It is certain they could have reacted very
d ifferently than they did. T hey could have
relapsed into ind ifference— “ So what?”
T hey could have allowed them selves to
be too busy with their own affairs. They
could have discussed and debated until
the opportunity was gone. T h ey could have
lost the opportunity by procrastination—
“ W e’ll go som e other tim e, when more
convenient.
The N a zarene Preacher

II
O r they could have gone in the wrong
spirit. Not reverent, eager wonder, but idle
curiosity could have prom pted them . People
love a show. D etached objectivity. Such
people, being blind, see nothing unusual—
only a babe. As a result they go away skep
tical and critical. T hose who hang around
the church as onlookers usually end up as
cynics and critics. But the fault is in them ,
not in the facts.
III
But the shepherds did not so react. They
said, “ L et us now go even unto B ethlehem ,
and see this thing w hich is com e to pass.’’
T h e y went im m ediately, eagerly, expectant
ly. Faith is exhibited here. Not, “ L et us
see if this tru e.” T hey believed that it was
true, and they w anted to be in on this
marvelous event. And they found the Babe
exactly as the angels had said. Those who
seek Jesus in sim ple faith and obedience
will find Him.
IV
W hat was the result? T hey went away
changed m en (vv. 17, 20). T h ey were now
witnesses. T his is always true. C on tact with
Jesu s always transform s. W e can never be
the same.
V
T h e gospel still dem ands reaction, re
sponse. It is not now preached by angels
but m en— but we are ju st as responsible
for what we do with it. T h e good news does
not impose C hrist on us; it simply tells us
that C hrist has com e, and where and how
we may find Him. But we must go. Not now
to B eth leh em , but to Calvary, in penitential
prayer, in hum ility, in faith. W e must com e
close enough to get under the protecting
shadow of the Cross. W e must leave our
sins forever; and we must leave even our
“ sheep — our duties— long enough to seek
H im until we find Him. T hen we can go
back to our duties with a new song and a
new gladness.
R. S. T.

do not know— or are not willing to take—
the “ way of p eace.”
I.
I f w e are to fin d the w ay o f p e a c e we
m ust hav e a gu ide.
A. Because there are many false ways.
Prov. 14:12.
B. T h e true way is not the way the
natural man would expect. It is not discover
able to hum an wisdom. Acts 8:31.
II.
I f w e are to fin d the w ay o f p e a c e w e
must see that Jesu s is the G uide.
A. Hum an guides are helpful only
if they guide us to Jesus.
B. H e is the God-m an, who cam e into
the world for this very thing. John 14:27.
C T herefore if we would find peace
we must com e to Jesus.
III. Jesu s will g u id e us into th e w ay o f
p e a c e at the g a te o f rep en tan ce an d faith .
A. He begins by taking away our
false peace and m aking us unhappy. Then
H e says, Confess, forsake, allow M e to
put you right with God and man. M att. 4:17.
B. T h e gate of repentance looks ugly,
narrow, and difficu lt; it is hard for men to
believe that it will open to them the way of
peace. But there is no other way.
C o n c l u s i o n : W e must be willing. A guide
does not carry. W e must walk. T hen we
will know the inexpressible sweetness of
peace. L et us enter into the path of peace
this very day.
R. S. T.

For the New Year—

God and the Midianites
in 1972
T e x t : Judg. 7 :2 1 — “ And they stood every
man in his place round about the cam p: and
all the host ran, and cried, and fled .”
I n t r o d u c t io n :

The Way of Peace
e x t : Luke 1: 79—
. . to guide our feet
into the way of p eace.”

T

I n t r o d u c t io n :

1.
2.

T h e universal desire for peace.
M en do not have peace because they
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1. Sketch story.
2. T h ere are “ M idianites” in our lives.
Personal lives. C hurch life.
3. God wants to deliver us. In fact He
delights to deliver when the odds seem
stacked against us. How can we let God
deliver us?
I.

W e must b e m en o f cou rage an d faith .

A.
Verse 3 — those fearful and afra
were sent home.
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spiritual heroes who so valiantly advanced
B.
God does not need many men, but
the race this far.
H e needs m ighty men. M ighty in faith.
It is an obstacle race, but the runners
O ur human resources may be woefully
are encouraged by the victories of others,
inadequate, but when God is our Resource
notably that of Christ. “ A great cloud of
we are invincible. Phil. 4 :1 3 ; I Sam. 14:6.
witnesses . . . looking unto Jesus . . .”
Success in this race is conditioned upon
II. W e must b e m en o f unselfish discipline.
the single-m indedness with which we run,
A. Vv. 4-7, the “ drinking” test.
especially in relation to sin.
B. Som e thought only of quenching
th e ir th irs t: th e y r e p r e s e n t th e s e lfindulgent, self-protecting, morally flabby
“ soldier.” T h e others kept them selves
alert to the enem y; kept their appetites
secondary and controlled.
III.

I.

“ B esettin g” translates the G reek word

eu peristaton , a m ilitary word m eaning
to em com pass, to encircle.
M organ translates it, “ the sin in good
standing around, i.e., som e sin so pop
ular that it is not branded as sin.
T h e challenge is to a separated life,
the vigorous rejection of anything that
dam ages body, mind, or spirit, however
popular it may be even with nom inal
Christians. T o us it must be sin, and
therefore it must be flung aside, cast
away, no longer indulged.

W e must b e m en o f o b ed ien ce.

It is im portant to observe the way
Gideon armed them and organized them.
A. Victorious conquest is not a m atter
of devising our own cam paign and asking
God to bless it; it is a m atter of getting the
plan of God in the beginning. God must
get all the glory. Tru e divine deliverance is
supernatural.
B. An indispensable elem ent of their
obedience was their unity. Though G ideon’s
men were few in num ber, they were united.
T h eir cooperation was p erfect; that made
them strong.
C. Furtherm ore, obedience to God
in this crisis m eant obedience to God’s
appointed leader. “ T h e sword of the Lord,
and of G id eon.”
C o n c l u s i o n : If we will but accept God’s
armor, obey G od’s order, stay where God
puts us, and in it all allow the pitcher of
self to be broken that the inner light may
shine— G od w ill d o the rest. T o fight the
M idianites in our lives in our own way is
presum ption and brings disaster. But if
we have faced them with courage and dis
cipline, if we have taken the sword and the
pitcher, and have shouted our testimony,
then all we need to do is stand still— God
will fight for us.
R. S. T.

W e must cast o f f the b esettin g sin.

II.

W e m u st la y
w eights.

a s id e

th e

h in d e r in g

A w eight is anything that hinders our
running, however innocent or legitim ate
it may be. Som e w eights are—
(1) T h e claim s upon our tim e that leave
us too busy to serve Christ.
(2) T h e claim s upon our energy that
leave us too weary to attend church.
(3) T h e claim s upon our purses that
leave them too em pty to support the
gospel.
(4) T h e claim s upon our affection that
leave us too earthy to enjoy spiritual
blessings!
So stripped for the race we must run with
steadfast endurance, all the w hile consider
ing Jesus, our great Exem plar, in singlem inded devotion to the will of the Father
and the welfare of the children! So running,
we shall be crowned!
W. E. M c C u m b e r

The Gifts of Jesus
Taking Off Weight

Scripture L esson : M ark 5 :2 4 -3 4

Scripture L esson : Heb. 12:1-5

Text: Verse 34

Text: Verse 1

In Edinburgh a C hristian worker asked
a drunken man, “ If Jesus were talking to
you, what would He w ant you to give H im ?”
Replied the sinner, “ Nothing. He would
want to give me som ething!”

The Christian life is a race towards the
goal of the city of God. W e are called upon
to share the faith and patience of those
40
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H ere is a picture of helplessn ess — “ an
issue of blood twelve years.” And it is trans
fo r m e d into h appin ess — “ T h e fountain of
her blood was dried up .” And the d iffer
en ce was m ade by the am azing love-gifts
of Jesus.
I.

II.

Jesus gives cleansing. “ Be whole of thy
plague.”
A. H er condition was one of d e file 
m ent. She had “ an issue of blood”
and this rendered her unclean by
law (cf. Lev. 15:19).
B. T h e d efilem ent was in con tact with
His dynam ic. W e read that “ vir
tue had gone out of him .” T h e
Greek word is dynam is, p o w er (cf.
Rom. 1:17).
C. O ut of that con tact cam e her d e 
liverance. “ She was healed of that
plague.” His power trium phs over
pollution (cf. 1 Jo h n 1:7).
Jesus gives calm ness. “ Go in p eace.”
A. Her dispeace was ev id en ced in
trem bling. She cam e “ fearing and
trem b lin g.”
B. T h at dispeace was sh attered by
telling. “ She told him all the tru th .”
Confession was vital both to her
good and to others’ blessing (cf.
Rom. 10:9-10).
C. D ispeace was then resolv ed in tri
um ph. “ Go in p eace.” Jesus mas
ters our fears and inspires our faith,
for H e deals adequately and tri
um phantly with all the forces of
evil that occasion fear (cf. v. 36;
John 2 0 :1 9 -2 1 ).

Jesus gives com fort. “ D au ghter.”
A. This was a word of adoption . It is
the only place where Jesus calls a
women “ d aughter,” but it reflects
His relationship to all believers. He
is “ the everlasting F ath e r” (Isaiah
9:6).
B. Thus it is a word of assurance. How
com forting to know that we belong
to Him! H e promised the disci
ples, “ I will not leave you com 
fortless” (John 14:18). T h e Greek
is orphan os. H e who adopts us
will always be with us!
T h ese gifts of C hrist are bestowed in
response to faith. T h ere is sharp contrast
b e tw e e n th e u n r e w a r d e d th r o n g in g —
“ M uch people . . . thronged him ” — and the
rew ard ed touching — “ She . . . touched his
garm ent. . . . And straightw ay the fountain
III.
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of her blood was dried up .”
You may touch H im by your faith for all
these wondrous gifts today!
W. E. M c C u m b e r

Jesus, the Son of God
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

G abriel announced it (Luke 1:35).
John the Baptist attested it
(John 1:34).
Satan challenged it (M atthew 4 :3 , 6).
Dem ons acknowledged it
(L uke 4 :3 6 , 40-41).
Peter confessed it (M atthew 16:13-16).
H igh priest denied it (M atthew 26:65).
Jesus claim ed it (M atthew 2 6 :6 4 ;
Jo h n 10:36).
C enturion convinced of it
(M atthew 2 7 :5 4 )
T h e Resurrection proved it
(Rom ans 1:3-4).

C onclusion: Believe it to be saved
(Acts 8:37).
— W . L. W i l l i a m
in A dvan ce

s

Visitation
1. F o r com m u n ity ou treach , try the chain
o f love. Using construction paper links for
each person contacted, a Sunday school
averaging in the fifties made over 1,000
contacts within a six-week period. A con
test was conducted betw een the teens and
children and adults to see which division
could be the most effective.
2. H ave you tried Cross E vangelism ?
M im eograph a sheet with a cross drawn on
it in the style of ticktacktoe. This will give
you nine squares. T h e cen ter square is for
the m em ber to write his nam e and address
and distance from the church. T h e square
above is for the person across the street.
T h e square below is for the person across
the alley. T h e squares to the right and left
° Pastor, Gastonia, N.C.
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are for the neighbors to the sides. T h e four
corner squares are for the diagonal neigh
bors. W hen com pleted and returned to the
pastor it will give a prospect list for every
m em ber to work on, a list of conveniently
reachable prospects.
3. M any chu rches have used the L ight
o f E vangelism to keep crowds com ing. This
is a hollow cross with lights in it. T hese lights
reflect off the wall behind. T h e cross stays
on as long as there are visitors each Sun
day or at each service.
4. W e w ant our p eo p le to visit but sel
dom give recognition when they do. You
can change this with the Boosters Club. List
in the bulletin those who have invited five
or more to Sunday school the previous week.
5. G eorge L. Sm ith reports fantastic re
sults with a visitation revival. Instead of
having a special speaker the church people
cam e to the church each night and visited
for an hour.
6. O ffer a prize to the first person to con
tact the mystery absentee of the week. T h e
absentee could be selected from your Sun
day school rolls or your church telephone
directory.
7. H ave you tried the Pastor-Lay As
sistant? Use a double postal card requesting
that a m em ber visit one specific person and
give the reason why. T h e returned card
pre^addressed to the pastor would give the
caller’s report. Fo r best results use a pre
print or m im eographed message on each
(E. K. Bryant).
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My Christmas Greeting
By John Stockton
W hen D ecem b er’s cold, bleak w eath er
Holds sway o ’er hill and dale,
And the postman with high-top boots
W ades snow to bring our m ail,
I t’s tim e to find a Christm as tree
To help spread Christm as ch eer,
And bring in the decorations.
F o r the day is alm ost here
W hen we with grateful hearts
C om m em orate the birth
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Of the One who cam e on C hristm as
And brought g reat joy on earth.
W e have also had our sorrow
B ack through the passing year,
But His grace has been sufficient
T o cast out doubt and fear.
W e ap p reciate so much your friend
ship,
And we are w riting for a reason:
To assure you of our love and prayers
T hroughout the Christm as season.

E ditor: This and the poems published in
previous years were originally w ritten for
the privacy of the friendship and family
circle. W e count it a special privilege to be
perm itted to share the warm and homey
Christm as sentim ents of this great layman
— and friend of us all.

CHRISTMAS IS COSTLY!
It cost M ary and Joseph the com forts of
home during the long period of exile in
Egypt.
It cost Bethlehem m others the massacre
of their babies.
It cost the shepherds the com placency of
their pastoral life.
It cost the wise m en a long journey and
expensive gifts and changed lives.
It cost the apostles and the Early Church
persecution and som etim es death.
It cost missionaries of the Christ untold
suffering and privation.
M ore than all, it cost God the Fath er His
own Son; it cost Jesus a life of sacrifice and
service, a cruel death, unm atched in history.
IS C H R IS T M A S T O O C O S T L Y ?
It is, if all it means is gift exchanges.
It is, if all it means is tinsel.
It is, if all it means is buying and selling.
It is, if all it means is a holiday.
IT ISN ’T T O O C O S T L Y —
If it means joyous singing!
If it means the forgiveness of sin!
If it means peace among men!
If it m eans the hope of the world!
D O E S C H R IS T M A S C O S T US
ENOUGH?

A re w e giving en ou g h fo r Christ an d world
n eeds?
C a r l S u m m e r , Pastor
Calvary C hurch
Bethany, Okla.
The N azarene Preacher

B E H O L D , T H E STA R
O F C H R IS T M A S

THE BIBLE—
M ake it the first m orning
your life to understand som e
B ib le cle arly , and m ake it
business to o bey it in all that
d erstan d .— J o h n R u s k i n .

W e look at toys and tinseled trees
And trim m ings and trinkets . . .
W e feast on m eats and sweets
And fleeting joys—
And call it Christm as.
W e sing songs of joy and hope
And peace, goodwill to men . . .
W e send cards and occasionally a note
And phone friends and fam ily—
And call it Christmas.

I can n o t too greatly em phasize the im 
p ortan ce and value of B ib le study— m ore
im portant than ev er b e fo re in these days
o f u n certain ties, w hen m en and w om en are
apt to d ecid e questions from the standpoint
of exped ien cy rath er than on the eternal
p rin cip les laid down by God him self.
— J

W e give gifts, lots of things, lots of things!
And say we’re in the spirit of Christmas.
C an it be that we look, and do not see?
W e feast, and are yet hungry?
W e sing, and are yet sad?
W e give, and yet know not God s G ift?
Behold, the STA R of Christmas!
He looked on us and loved us still;
He loved us and lived am ong us;
He lived among us and listened to us;
He listened to us and gave—
He gave him self for us.
Behold, the STA R of Christm as,
For only as we behold Him
Can we look and feast and sing,
And give and live—
And call it Christmas.
— F

red

H

C H R IS T M A S L IS T
G ive a g ift o f lau ghter;
G ive a g ift o f son g;
G ive a g ift o f sym pathy
To last the w h ole year long.
G ive a c h ee rfu l m essag e;
G ive a h elp in g hand;
T ell your sorrow ful n eig h b or
That you understand.
W ash the su p p er dishes;
H elp to dust the room ;
G ive a sm ile to leaven
S o m eo n e’s heart o f gloom .
G ive a g ift o f sharing;
S w eeten dreary days;
F o r the lost an d lonely,
G ive y ou rself always.
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U

W

anam aker.

I f I am asked w hat is the rem edy for
the d eep er sorrow s of the hum an heart,
I must point to som ething w hich in the
w ell-know n hym n is called “ T h e old, old
story,” told of an old, old B ook and taught
w ith the old, old teach in g w hich is the
g re ate st and best guide ev er given to m an
kind.— W i l l i a m E w a r t G l a d s t o n e .

Sermon Requests

o l l im a n

uthor

ohn

It is im possible to m en tally or socially
enslave a B ib le read ing people. T h e p rin ci
ples of the B ib le are the groundw ork of
hum an freed o m .— H o r a c e G r e e l e y .

It worked for us—

Pastor, Prospect, Ore.

A

business of
part of the
your daily
you do un

nknown

Pastor Charles O gden of W hittier First
(C alif.) distributed a letter to his people with
the heading: “ W hat sermon subject do you
think would be most helpful to you?” Here
is the letter:
D ear Friend:
D id you ever wish you could suggest to the m in
ister what sub je ct you would like to hear discussed
in a serm on? Well— here's your chance. As pastor,
I am com ing to you for help and asking: " I f you were
thinking o f three or m ore sermon subjects, what
would they be ?"
On the other side o f this le tte r is room to list as
many as 10 sermon subjects. We hope you will list
at least three. It w ill be very interesting to see which
requests rate highest. Across the next months your
pastor m ay be preaching from the m ost requested
subjects.
Do not lis t what others think, or what you think
the pastor would like. Let your own heart speak out
its feelings, desires, hopes.
To start you thinking here are some listings: but
please make your own, and list in order o f your de
sires, 1, 2, 3.
1.
Personal needs: How can I live a successful
life? How can I overcom e failure? How can I defeat
worry? What can I do with my fears? etc.
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2. Faith: What is faith? W hat can I do about
doubts? What is really important to believe? etc.
3. Salvation: How can I become a Christian? What
does it mean to be a Christian? Can we really know
if we are saved? What should I do if I sin? etc.
4. Prayer: Why do I pray so little? How can I
learn to pray with meaning? Why doesn’t God an
swer my prayers? etc.
5. Prophecy: Is the end of the world near? Is
Jesus really com ing again? W hat does the Bible say
about the crisis in the Near East? etc.
6. Death: W hat is death? Should Christians worry
about death? Why am I afraid? etc.
7. Heaven: Is there life after death? Is heaven
real? Who will be in heaven? W ill we know each
other in heaven? What will heaven be like? etc.
8. God's will: How can I find God’s w ill? Does
God care about the details of my life? Does God care
about my work? etc.
9. S pirit-filled life: Can every Christian be filled
with the Spirit? What does it mean to be filled with
the Spirit? How may I be filled? How may I keep
filled with the Spirit? etc.
10. Happiness: What is happiness? How can I
be happy? etc.

On the back of the letter there was not
only space for a listing of desired subjects,
but a request to return the sheet to the pas
tor by a definite d ate; also a space for ad
ditional com m ents; and a request to indicate
age-group, as follows:

M

F

“ O come, let us adore Him, Christ
the L ord.”
A C h i l d : T ell us again the story of C hrist
mas, that we may rightly keep Christ at
the cen ter of our celebration.
F a t h e r : Christm as began long ago, when
God promised His people Israel that He
would send them the M essiah. O ne of the
prophecies about the com ing of Jesus is
ather:
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S in g s:

'A n d th e re w ere in th e sam e cou ntry
sh ep h erd s ab id in g in th e field , k eeping
w atch o v er th e ir flo ck by n ig h t. A nd, lo,
th e a n g el o f th e L ord ca m e u p on them ,
and th e g lory o f th e L o rd sh o n e round
a b o u t th e m ; and th e y w ere sore afraid.
A nd th e a n g el said u n to th em , F e a r not:
for, b e h o ld , I b rin g you good tid in g s of
g rea t jo y , w h ich sh all b e to all people.
F o r u n to you is born th is d ay in th e city
o f D avid a Sav io u r, w h ich is C h rist the
L ord . And this sh all b e a sign u n to you;
Y e shall fin d th e b a b e w rap p ed in swad
d lin g clo th e s, ly in g in a m a n g e r.”

Christmas Candlelight
Service for the Family

F

a m ily

Away in a m anger, no crib fo r a bed .
T h e little L o rd Je su s laid dow n His
sw eet h ea d ;
T he stars in the sky lo o k ed dow n w here
H e lay,
T h e little L o rd Jesu s a sleep on the hay.
F a t h e r : (C on tin u es readin g fr o m L u k e 2)

____ Above 6 0 ; _____4 0 - 6 0 ;_____30-40;
____ 20-30, M a rrie d ;_____Single Adult;
____ C o lle g e ;_____Senior High.

(L et the fam ily gather around the Christm as
tree, or near a m anger scene, as a worship
center. A large lighted candle nearby will
symbolize Christ, the L ight of the World.
E ach m em ber of the fam ily should also have
a small unlighted candle for use later in the
service.)

recorded in Isaiah 9: “ F o r unto us a child
is born, unto us a son is given: and the
governm ent shall be upon his shoulder:
and his nam e shall be called W onderful,
Counsellor, T h e m ighty God, T h e ever
lasting Fath er, T h e Prince of P ea ce .”
o t h e r : (R eads fr o m L u k e 2) ' And it cam e
to pass in those days, that there w ent out
a decree from C aesar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed . . . And Joseph
also w ent up from G alilee, out of the city
of N azareth, into Jud aea, unto the city of
David, which is called B eth leh em . . . And
so it was, that, w hile they were there, the
days were accom plished that she should
be delivered. And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and wrapped him in swad
dling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for thein in
the in n .”

C h il d r e n : (R ea d to g eth er fr o m L u k e 2)
‘ And su d d en ly th e re w as w ith th e angel
a m u ltitu d e o f th e h e av en ly h o st praising
G od , and saying, G lory to G od in the
h ig h est, and on e a rth p ea ce, good will
tow ard m e n .”
F

a m ily

S in gs:

It ca m e upon the m idn ight clear,
That glorious son g o f old,
F rom angels ben d in g n ear the earth
To touch their harps o f g o ld :
" P ea ce on the earth, g o od w ill to m en,
F rom h eav en s all-gracious K in g .”
T h e w orld in solem n stillness lay
To h ear th e an gels sing.
The N azarene Preacher

A

C

h il d

:

(R ead fr o m M atthew 2)

“ Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Ju d aea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there cam e wise men from the
east to Jerusalem , saying, W here is he
that is born K ing of the Jew s? for we have
seen his star in the east, and are com e to
worship him. . . . And when they were
com e into the house, they saw the young
child with M ary his m other, and fell down,
and worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and m yrrh.”
M

o th er

:

Ah, d earest Jesu s, holy C hild,
M ake T h ee a b ed , soft, u n d efiled
W ithin m y heart, that it m ay b e
A qu iet c h a m b er k ep t fo r T hee.
: S o we have read how God in His
love has sent the gift of His Son, Christ,
to us. W e have heard how the shepherds
and the wise m en received Him into their
hearts. M ay we also receive H im in love
and follow Him always. Let us now take
Christm as to all our house, with the
prayer that the Spirit of Christ may abide
with us always.

F

ather

C A N D L E L IG H T S E R V IC E
(E ach m em ber of the fam ily now lights his
own candle from the large candle, and, led
by the father, they move through the rooms
of the house singing Christm as carols, b e
ginning with “ Joy to the W orld.” As they
return to the Christm as tree or m anger
scene, they sing “ Silent N ight.” T h e fam ily
then prays to gether the closing prayer.)
F

: O God, who hast made this most
holy night to shine with the brightness
of the true light, we praise T hy holy name.
Above all things do we give thanks and
praise to T h ee, that Thou hast suffered
T h in e only begotten Son to becom e man
for our salvation. W e pray T h ee, Father,
that we may ever be com forted by His
incarnation and serve T h ee as T hy ch il
dren, till finally with all angels and saints
we may honor and praise T h ee forevermore. Through T h y Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.

a m ily

(O P T IO N A L ) C A N D L E L IG H T S E R V IC E
(E ach m em ber of the fam ily now lights
his own candle from the large candle, and,
rem aining in the fam ily circle, sings to
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gether “ Joy to the W orld” followed by “ Si
lent N ight.” T h e fam ily then prays together
the closing prayer as printed above in the
candlelight service.)
S ource U

nknown

The Role of Unnoticed
Leadership
(Continued from page 13)

activate, they will make leadership all
the more likely to succeed.
It is often true that mem bers with
some leadership qualities know better
where the group’s weak spots and areas
of greatest needs are. If they can help
the weakest and most inactive members
to respond more to leadership, they will
also have performed a valuable function.
O ften these unofficial, behind-thescenes leaders are among the first to get
action going on the plans recommended
by th e p asto r or SS su p e rin te n d e n t.
Sometim es the plans of the leader need
explanation or even defense. In other
cases they need individuals to step for
w ard q u ic k ly , so th a t w ork can g et
started.
In almost any group a large amount
of real leadership comes from those
loyal, active, and discerning members
who are not presuming to be known as
leaders, but who want to help the for
mal leadership with its program.
There is also what might be called
th e le a d e rsh ip of th e ro u tin e . T h is
means that there are those who help to
see, month after month, that the routine
work is done, so that the leadership can
deal with the creative and initiating side
of the group’s program. W hen a group
has to be constantly correcting the omis
sions and faults in its regular plans and
operations, it is not going to get ahead
very fast.
Unnoticed leadership always has a
part also through the fact that, as each
m em ber and officer contributes some
thing and coordinates with his fellow
members, the group greatly benefits.
Certainly every group needs strong
leadership— but there is more than one
kind!
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Hints and Helps for the Christmas Season, Ross R. Cribbis, D-7
Holiness Movement in '71 (editorial), J-2
How Small Churches Can “ Get off the G round.” Don J. Gibson, 0 -10
How to Have One Million Nazarenes by 1980, Russell Shalley, F-4
How to Promote a Building Program, J. C. Pults, A u-11
Humor in the Parsonage, Waulea Renegar, M-33

I
I Stood in a Rainbow! Helen Temple, Au-34
IDEA SPARKS— Asa H. Sparks
Advertising, S-41; Church Adm inistration, Ju-41; Fund Raising, Au40; Holidays, N-42; Letters, A-43; Missions, My-43; Preaching and
Pastoral Care, J-43; Revivals, M-41; Stewardship, F-43; Sunday
School Adm inistration, JI-43; Sunday School Attendance, 0-44;
Visitation, D-41
IDEAS THAT WORK
Christmas Card for Missions, N-43
Christmas Candlelight Service for the Family, D-44
Cribbis, Ross W., Christmas Season Helps, D-7; Instruction Card,
N-43
Cummings, Floyd, Bible Society Offering, N-43
Dodge, Kenneth, A Letter to Members, Au-41
Generation Gap Choir, Au-42
Hightower, Neil E., Dialogue with an Empty Tithe Box, J-47
Johnson, W. D., They "Turned O n," My-43
McConnell, Kittie Lee, Your Friend— the Phone, Ju-40
Ogden, Charles, Sermon Requests, D-43
Potter, Lyle K., Instructions to Ushers, Ju-42
Thompson, C. L., Emphasis on Stewardship, F-44
Instructions to Ushers, Lyle K. Potter, Ju-42
Is It Time to Weaken on the Movies? (editorial), My-3
Integrity in Our Task, Charles Shaver, S-9
Is There a “ Prayer Language"? W. T. Purkiser, S-13

James Bryan, God's Servant, Charles Ludwig, A-11
Jealousy Among Preachers? (editorial), Au-2
John and Bona Fleming— as I Knew Them, C. T. Corbett, JI-10
John Henry Jowett, Herbert McGonigle, Ju-9
K

Kind of Evangelist We Need, The, Lyle E. Eckley, S-4
L

Leadership— Sources of Conflict, Howard Doerle, JI-6
M

Men Wanted! Raymond Spence, My-35
Mind of Christ— in Us, James F. Ballew, 0 -35
Ministers over Forty, R. E. Maner, 0 -8
Ministerial Resolutions, W. B. Walker. J-8
N

Nazarene Generation Gap, Hugh C. Benner, F-1
New Year's Prayer for Preachers, Wilson R. Lanpher, J-3
'NU FFSE D— F-14; 0 -15

O
Open-Altar Service, C. Wm. Ellwanger, J-10
Our Attitudes, David J. Kealiher, JI-4
Our Heritage— Tradition AND Experience, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson,
F-33
Our Home Mission Hang-ups, R. W. Hum, 0 -13
P

Pastor's Christmas Gift, The (editorial), D-2
Pastor's Wife Prays for Her Husband, A. Frankie Roland, 0-3 4
Pioneer at Prayer, James F. Ballew, J-35

47

POEMS
Behold, The Star of Christmas, Fred Hollim an, D-43
Christmas, Jim Christy, D-10
Christmas List, author unknown, D-43
Easter, Allyne Harrison, A-45
For Our Older Folk, author unknown, My-34
Graduation Symbols, Ruth Fagot, My-44
Grandest Picture, The, author unknown, Au-43
I
Searched My Heart, Viola Leckie, J-44
Intercession, Eleanor Cunningham, M-42
My Christmas Greeting, John Stockton, D-42
Ode to a Preacher, Clifford Chew, S-45
Power of Prayer, Dorothy Andrews, M -11
Thanksgiving Prayer, author unknown, N-16
Too Little Children, author unknown, Ju-44
Poise That Jesus Gives, The, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, JI-33
PRACTICAL POINTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Eyeball to Eyeball, J-6
He Knows How to Chair a Board, Ju-16
He Shared His Secret with Me, JI-9
He Used His Head— and Won Some Young People, A-7
His Children Saved His Ministry, My-15
“ I Think"— but Who Cares? D-8
It Was Biblical— b u t. . . . N-7
It Was Smart, b u t . . . , F-15
Our Pastor Was Not Afraid, Au-16
Out of Order Came Opportunity, M-7
She Is a Lovely Pastor’s Wife. S-15
Sometim es You Do It for the Saviour, 0 -7
Preacher and Politics, The, J. B. Chapman, S-1
Preacher Owes Preacher, Harold E. Platter, D-11
Preacher’s Prime Needs, The, David Paul Byram, S-16
Preacher’s Target, The, Gordon Chilvers, A-4
PREACHER’S WIFE
DeVore, Evelyn, Gratitude in Retrospect, My-33
James, Esme, All So Ordinary, Ju-34
Johnson, Mrs. B. Edgar, Our Heritage— Tradition AND Experience,
F-33; Return to Bethlehem, D-33; So You're Scared . . . . S-33;
The Poise That Jesus Gives, JI-33; Think of Our Lord Speaking to
You, N-33; Why Sit and Die? J-33
Nabors, Louise, Heavenly Dividends, 0 -33
Nelson, Anne, Seven Years— Seven Lessons, Au-33
Renegar, Waulea, Humor in the Parsonage, M-33
Roland, Frankie, A Pastor’s Wife Prays for Her Husband, 0-34
Root, Anne P., The Canaries Teach, A-33
Todd, Floyd and Pauline, Father, Son, and Their Own Backyard,
Ju-33
Priority and Power of the Word, David E. Bowen, 0 -5
Psychology of Success, J. Melton Thomas, Ju-13
Pulpit Chores, George Coulter, M-1
Punctuating Death, Wesley Tracy, JI-35

0
Quantity and Quality, George Coulter, 0-1
Queen Makes a Sacrifice, The, Lee Marvin, F-33
QUEEN OF THE PARSONAGE (See "PREACHER’S W IFE.")
R

Reaching for Results in Leadership, Harold E. Priddy, JI-14
Reaching Teens for Christ, William Varian, D-9
Reshaping the Ministry, Alexander Wachtel, S-12
Return to Bethlehem, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, D-33
Role of Unnoticed Leadership, Richard K. Morton, D-12
S

"Safety First” (editorial), M-2
Sanctifying Our Summers, Eugene L. Stowe, JI-1
Saving Our Students, Gordon Wetmore, N-8
Searching Word from Cuba, Anon., J-15
Second Look at Church Growth, A (editorial), Ju-2
Secret of Church Growth, The (editorial), A-2
SERMONIC STUDIES
Serm on of the Month

Ballew, James F., A Pioneer at Prayer, J-35; The Mind of Christ—
in Us, 0 -35
Findlay, Tom, The Gospel According to Jesus' Enemies, M-35
McCant, Jerry W., Stewardship Is Total Commitment, F-35
Privett, Geo. W., Jr., Life’s Most Significant Estimate, D-15
Smith, M ark F., Rock of Ages, A-34
Spence, Raymond, Men Wanted! My-35
Tracy, Wesley, Punctuating Death, JI-35
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Tim ely Outlines

Bennett, Ed, After You’re Saved, S-41; Salvation, J-41
Brannon, Wilbur W., Jesus’ Secret, A-41
Clendennen, Carl B., Jr., Old Testament Revivals, N-41
Cribbis, Ross R., No New Experience, J-41
David, LeRoy, Message of the Cross, A-40
Higgins, C. A., The Stewardship of Life, J-40
Hudgens, A. Eugene, Jeremiah, the Reluctant Prophet, M-40
Ingle, J. Lewis, God's Plentitude for Man's Poverty, JI-39
Isbell, Charles, A Man to Build God's House, S-38
Johnson, B. Edgar, “ Thank God W hatever Happens," N-39
Johnson, Edward J., The Bible's Central Theme, Au-39; Enjoy
Your Religion, JI-42
Long, Russell J., The Power of Positive Thinking, N-40
Lynch, W. M., Communion Outlines, 0 -42
McCumber, W. E., Gifts of Jesus, D-40; Taking Off Weight, D-40;
The Church, What and Why. 0 -4 1; The Devil's Plans for You.
N-40; The Grace Christ Gives His Followers, My-42; The Sin of
Neglecting the Church, Au-38; The Sinner's Cry and the Sa
vior's Reply, Ju-38; This Is the Christian Religion, 0-43; Three
Things Entire S anctification Does, My-39
McElrath, Stanley, When God Calls, A-43
M itchell, T. Crichton, Calvary Continuing, F-40; How Jesus Put the
Good News! M-41; Industrious Tranquility, Ju-39; The Alto
gether Christian, My-40; The Commanding Promise, M-40;
W ill the Bough Break? My-41
Nikkei, R. J., A Transformed Church, JI-41; Contending fo r the
Faith, Au-39; Growing Up, Au-40
Price, Ross E., From Greatness to Groveling, JI-42; Our Vision
for Christian Education, A-42
Robertson, James, Christian Love. JI-42
Spruce, James R., Time-Card Stewardship, F-36
Taylor, Richard S., God and the Midianites in 1972, D-39; Re
sponse of the Shepherds. D-38
W illiams, W. L., Jesus, the Son of God, D-41
Wordsworth, E. E., The Glorious Fact of Christ's Resurrection,
A-41; The Rent Veil, A-40
What Meaneth This Offering? (Alabaster), author unknown, S-39
Seven Years— Seven Lessons, Anne Nelson, Au-33
Should Our Preaching be Life-centered or Doctrine-centered? (edi
torial),'0 -2
Should Preachers Preach upon Controversial Subjects? W allace A. Ely,
JI-12
Silent Majority, The, V. H. Lewis, My-1
Snare of Unsanctified Scholarship, The, (editorial), N-3
So You're Scared . . . . Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, S-33
Some Things I Don’t Like, Milo L. Arnold, Ju-15
Something to Live By, J. Kenneth Grider, M -16
Steady in the Storm, V. H. Lewis, D-1
Stewardship Is Total Commitm ent, Jerry McCant, J-35
Stewardship of Energy, The, Wm. E. Stewart, F-8
Stewardship of Our Heritage, The (editorial), F-2
Surprise Answer, A, L. K. Wehmeier, M-3
T

Ten Commandments of Hospital Visitation, Earle L. Harvey. D-14
10 Percent— a Base, Not an Accom plishm ent, Stephen R. Beals, M-4
That Looming New Church Project, Ross W. Hayslip, Au-9
That Telltale Image, unknown, JI-16
That Vital Fourth Dim ension, Chester Pike, My-10
Think of Our Lord Speaking to You, Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, N-33
TIMELY OUTLINES (See under "SERMO NIC.")

Watch Out for Pedestrians, Danny Steele, Au-8
Water Baptism, Arthur W. Fisher, A-8
We Needed a Pastor! Jerry W. McCant, N -11
What Holiness Means to Race Relations, Ronley R. Bedar, N-5
What the Congregation Expects ef the Pastor, A. B. Henley, N-15
When God Says "G O ," Samuel Young, N-1
When Have I Really Preached? Paul M erritt Bassett, Ju-7
When the People Cast Off Restraint, Garth Hyde, Au-5
Why Sit and Die? Mrs. B. Edgar Johnson, J-35
Will H. Huff— as I Knew Him, C. T. Corbett, D-13
W illiam Bramwell, Herbert McGonigle, M-8
Winning Young Adults, Melvin McCullough, J-4
Wise Use of the Press, O. Joe Olson, J-13
W ords of Wisdom from Paul Rees, Jim Diehl, Ju-12

Youngstown Plan, Homer M. Smith, My-16

The N azarene P reacher

AMON (

In a recent letter J. Ray Shadowens quotes Bresee: “ M ultipli
cation by any process but by the power of the Holy Ghost may mean
num bers but not strength, the register of a graveyard and not of a
living army” . . . Sometim es contest capers serve some purpose,
perhaps to spark the im agination and excite some who won’t be
drawn in any other way. But unless beneath the stunts is a solid
level of prayer and holy passion, the big blast will be only an explo
sion of the flesh, with very little spiritual residue to show for it
after the fireworks . . . But where contests are launched by a night of
prayer at the district camp meeting, and heavy accent is placed on
souls as the real goal (as Akron District did with ‘Touchdown ’71” ),
the story is bound to be different . . . If Bresee saw some of our she
nanigans he would “ turn over in his grave.” But if he also noted
the nights of prayer and real spiritual breakthroughs here and
there he would turn back again (at least partway) . . . Pastors,
Amy Vanderbilt has her eye on you, and some things she doesn’t
like. Like calling unannounced in parishioners’ (or prospects’ )
homes at mealtime. Apparently her readers don’t appreciate it
either. N either does she approve of young ministers calling people
of all ages by their given names. She calls this an “ error.” W ell,
we are relieved to know it is not a sin. But stupid things can foul up
a m an’s ministry too. 1 suppose Amy (Pardon!— Mrs. Vanderbilt)
would also frown on everybody calling the pastor by his first name.
Sounds sort of cozy and friendly— for a while. But often this proves
to be just another of the practices (whose name is Legion) which
bring short-term gains but long-term losses . . . The real lib move
ment should be M L, not W L. At least in the NW M S. A brave
preacher is spearheading the movement in Northwestern O hio—
Alva B. Kelly, pastor at Van W ert, who is the first man in the States
or Canada to be elected district N W M S president. O f course your
local missionary presidents knew about this months ago. It was in
the summer issue of G eneral C ouncil Tidings . . . President Kelly
says: “ I do not believe the work of the missionary society should
be left to the women, nor do I believe it should be taken over by
the men. T he missionary society needs and deserves the total energy
and resources of us all.” No quarrel with that . . . and there is really
no better way to upgrade the parsonage table talk, than to take it
(page 19).
Until next month,
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